Northallerton Secret Garden
Spring 2019

Welcome to another Secret Garden newsletter. We’re still here working hard to provide a great place for
everybody to enjoy. We lost very few days due to poor weather over the winter so we managed to do stuff
in the garden on most Mondays and Thursdays. Most of the work was obviously structural rather than
horticultural but it was great to see all the projects we had planned completed.
Events
In November, on Remembrance Sunday, the guides had a short service to
dedicate a peace rose which they planted to remember 100 years since the end
of the First World War. In March all of KS2 at Mill Hill School visited to learn
about the garden. They learned about vegetables, wildlife, composting and the
benefits gardening and being in the garden brings to us all. They also planted a
broad bean to look after at home. There are some great photos on their
Facebook page. We also had some useful dementia training and of course the
now traditional Christmas meal (together with an awesome gardening quiz!)
Wildlife
We participated in World Earth Worm day in October and took part in the
RSPB big garden birdwatch in January. It’s great to see that the garden is still
a haven for wildlife and we hope that this will continue to develop.

Projects
The pond is now pretty much complete; we just need to finish planting it up. There is a sturdy grid over it to
stop people falling in but with some flaps to allow access for pond dipping and maintenance. Once the
ground above is re-planted and the pond is full of plants it should look a lot more natural than it does at the
moment. We hope this will be a great resource for both wildlife and people.

https://www.facebook.com/ntonsecretgarden/

The garage also had a complete makeover with some professional building work and some fantastic work
from our very own “DIY team”.

Future Events
Coming up there are a number of different special events in the diary. There will be quiet days in the garden
on 30th April and September 8th. The garden will be open the weekend of 8th and 9th June as part of the
200yr anniversary celebrations of Zion church when the church and hall will also be open with a display
covering the last 200years of our church and town. We will also be open during the Northallerton Home
Grown Food Festival on 30th June. Other events are in the planning stage so don’t forget to keep an eye on
what we are up to on Facebook. And of course we will continue to work in the garden every Monday and
Thursday afternoon - a gardener’s work is never done!

If you would like to get involved or know of an
individual or organisation who might like to
work with us, we would be delighted to hear
from you. The garden is open from 2pm on
Monday and Thursday afternoons. You can
either drop by or contact us using the details
below. The garden is also open on Wednesday
and Saturday mornings for you to look around

Our aims
 To provide a therapeutic space for
individuals or groups from our
community who may find the garden a
helpful place to be
 To increase wildlife and biodiversity
within the heart of the town
 To provide sustainably grown fresh fruit
and vegetables for any of the
Volunteers, their families or users of the
Food Bank.

The garden is accessed via the archway between
the Jewellers and Kitsons Butchers.

Contacts
Please contact Liz Styan on
07902 348850 or
ntonsecretgarden@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/ntonsecretgarden/

