Northallerton Secret Garden
Summer 2018

Welcome to another newsletter from the Secret Garden. Things continue to evolve and there are lots of
exciting developments going on. If you haven’t visited for a while please do drop in and see how the garden
is maturing. This is now the beginning of our third season and work on the vegetable garden has developed
into a well-oiled machine. We have learned from previous years which vegetables grow well and which are
in demand from volunteers and Hambleton Food Share. The fruit garden will reach peak production this
year with raspberries, blackcurrants, apples and cherries adding to the ever popular strawberries.
The new plot (the garden
behind Costa) has been the
main focus of our effort for
most of the recent months.
The landscaping is now
complete and a good
proportion of the
permanent planting is in.
We were very fortunate to
have had Martin Fish
(gardening presenter on
Radio York amongst other
things) visit us to give us
some advice on the design
of this area and very kindly
provide some plants. We
will be constructing arches
and adding seats over the
next few months. The
secret meeting area of the
wildlife garden is proving
very popular and the cubs
and guides will be helping
to develop this area.
A huge range of organisations are regularly using the
garden. Over the last three months we have worked
with Action Towards Inclusion which is a joint venture
between CAB and Activ8 to help those with physical or
mental health issues to re-engage with life or work.
This culminated in a market stall on 21st April. The
garden was open for a scavenger hunt, refreshments
and plant sales.
The guides and cubs are both using the garden and
the Adult Learning and Skills Service are running a 6
week basic gardening course. We’ve also had visits
from Applegarth School (to learn about the garden)
and Romanby School who came to draw leaves. Help
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the Heroes also ran a creative writing course in the garden.
There are lots of potential projects being looked at which
will widen the appeal of the garden to different groups.
These include “Men in Sheds”, a Forest School and Forest
Church. The garden is now registered with the Quiet Garden
Trust (quietgarden.org).

Dates for your diary



Northallerton Home Grown Food Festival, 24 June 2018. As in previous years the garden will be
open for refreshments, plant sales and for people to enjoy some tranquillity in the midst of a very
busy day.
Mosaic Making , 22 July 2018. If you are interested please contact us for more details

We continue to have a number of regular volunteers (human
and amphibian) and others who come when they can. If you
would like to get involved or know of an individual or
organisation who might like to work with us, we would be
delighted to hear from you. We work in the garden from 2pm
on Monday and Thursday afternoons. You can either drop by
or contact us using the details below. Even if you aren’t able
to work with us we would be delighted to see you and show
you around, so please do just drop in. We have lots of surplus
plants for sale at reasonable prices. The garden is also open
on Wednesday and Saturday mornings so you can bring your
tea or coffee into the garden from the church coffee morning
and just enjoy the peace and quiet.

Our aims
 To provide a therapeutic space for
individuals or groups from our
community who may find the garden a
helpful place to be
 To increase wildlife and biodiversity
within the heart of the town
 To provide sustainably grown fresh fruit
and vegetables for any of the
Volunteers, their families or users of
the Food Bank.
Contacts
Please contact Liz Styan on
07902 348850 or
ntonsecretgarden@gmail.com
The garden is accessed via the archway between
the Jewellers and Kitsons Butchers.
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