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WELCOME
Welcome to this eighth ‘remote’ mini-service.


PREPARATION AND APPROACH
So, as you prepare to worship, still your mind, breathe deeply and prepare to worship God. 

Now join with the Psalmist in these words of affirmation and commitment from Psalm 119:

10 With my whole heart I seek you;
   do not let me stray from your commandments. 
11 I treasure your word in my heart,
   so that I may not sin against you. 
12 Blessed are you, O Lord;
   teach me your statutes. 
13 With my lips I declare
   all the ordinances of your mouth. 
14 I delight in the way of your decrees
   as much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on your precepts,
   and fix my eyes on your ways. 
16 I will delight in your statutes;
   I will not forget your word.

HYMN 	TUNE: Aurelia
1	The Church's one foundation
	is Jesus Christ her Lord;
	she is his new creation
	by water and the word:
	from heaven he came and sought her
	to be his holy bride;
	with his own blood he bought her
	and for her life he died.

2	Elect from every nation,
	yet one o'er all the earth,
	her charter of salvation
	one Lord, one faith, one birth;
	one holy name she blesses,
	partakes one holy food,
	and to one hope she presses
	with every grace endued.

3	Mid toil and tribulation,
	and tumult of her war,
	she waits the consummation
	of peace for evermore;
	till with the vision glorious
	her longing eyes are blest,
	and the great Church victorious
	shall be the Church at rest.

4	Yet she on earth hath union
	with God the three in One,
	and mystic sweet communion
	with those whose rest is won:
	O happy ones and holy!
	Lord give us grace that we,
	like them the meek and lowly,
	on high may dwell with thee.
	
Samuel John Stone (1839-1900)


PRAYER
Think of something that has lifted your spirits this week – e.g the sun shining
Pause and give thanks

Think of someone who has contacted you this week – eg a friend’s phone call or email
Pause and give thanks

Think of someone who has served you this week – e.g the postman/woman
Pause and give thanks

God has been with us this week
Pause and give thanks

We are your people, loving God.
A people joined together by our faith in you,
the creator of the world, the giver of life.
We thank you for all you do for us:
entrusting this world of beauty to our care,
calling us into community as social beings,
filling life with endless possibilities for joy in the little things as well as the big.

We are your people, loving God.
A people joined together by our common calling 
to look outward with love and compassion
in faithfulness and service.
We thank you for each opportunity, individually and together,
to further the work of your kingdom in all manner of ways.

We are your people, loving God.
A people joined together by our love for one another,
whose fellowship is a source of real support and joy.
We thank you for the life we share together as a church community,
even now in our isolation we know we are not alone
but feel the embrace of each other’s thoughts and care
and know we are held in your hand.

Forgive us, loving God,
for the times we rail in frustration at the present restrictions,
for the times when we have given in to unreasonable scepticism
or vented unjust, angry criticism.
Forgive us, loving God,
for the times we have failed to look beyond the present moment
to the wonder of life you hold out to us all
in your kingdom of love and solidarity with you and with each other.

Forgive us, loving God,
and lead us again in your way. Amen. 


LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever.  Amen
READINGS 
1 Peter 2.2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
[image: ]4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
   a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
‘The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the very head of the corner’, 
8and
‘A stone that makes them stumble,
   and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
10 Once you were not a people,
   but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
   but now you have received mercy. 
[image: ]John 14.1-14
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ 5Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ 6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 
8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

REFLECTION 
Like many others we have had to cancel a holiday booking due to the Covid-19 restrictions. Disappointing, yes, but not the end of the world. We’ve been to the area before and we will quite easily be able to go again sometime. For some, though, the restrictions on movement have meant the cancellation of trips of a lifetime or journeys to very special events. Whether we’ve had to cancel travel plans or not, we are, no doubt, all looking forward to a time when we can travel again – to visit family or friends, to have a holiday, to take the trip of a lifetime, or to celebrate a special occasion in some special place. 
As we dream of the time when we will be able to make those journeys we may have begun to think through the practicalities of getting there. Will we need to fly or to get a ferry? Can we take the train or do we drive? Or will we need a mixture of these? Where will we need to change? Will we need overnight stops on the way? In our minds we can build up the general picture but, for now, without the specifics of times for departures, transfers and arrival, and the mark on the calendar or in the diary. In the meantime, we continue to dream of that place we really want to visit, that place we really want to go to, when all this is over.
Today we are due to hear from the Prime Minister how the government plans to ease the lockdown restrictions stage by stage – the ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown. This announcement will not include a timetable of specific dates – that will be dependent, we are told, ‘on the science’, and no doubt upon the statistics of new infections, hospital admissions and deaths. It will be like our future holiday and travel plans – a vision of where we want to get to, and a general outline of the stages necessary to get there. I guess it’s likely some details will be hazy, and progress will be hedged around with ifs and buts because of the need to see how it works out.
In these words of Jesus in John’s Gospel we have a much greater destination or goal in mind than the ending of lockdown restrictions. We have a ‘roadmap’ that is more certain than whatever the Prime Minister will announce. We have a ‘timetable’ that is not for some time in the future, but which is now.
Whilst we long for the time when we can leave our homes to resume our lives moving about – visiting family, going on holiday or a day out, going to a wider range of shops, getting back to our normal activities in church and other groups – Jesus’ words seem to go in the other direction, ‘In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places.’ (v.2). Instead of ‘escape’ from our dwelling places, a new dwelling place is held out as the goal – a dwelling place in the Father’s house, heaven. Of course, Jesus is not speaking of a physical place like our bricks and mortar homes. He is using picture language to speak of that most close relationship with the Father which is the goal. Here the image is of home. Elsewhere it is the people, family, community, nation, even flock. That relationship is about identity, belonging, security. It is about provision, love and care. Jesus went on to speak of his own relationship with the Father, ‘Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me’ (v.11). To approach something of such a close, harmonious relationship with God is our goal – to be totally at one with God.
If that is the goal, how are we to get there? That was Thomas’ question, it is ours too, and the answer is the same for us as it was for Thomas and the other disciples: Jesus declared, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life’ (v.6). He is the way, the way to be fully united with God. His is the way that we need to follow in our life if we, like him, are to serve God and God’s kingdom. That is the way of community, as we recognise our common humanity, and acknowledge our mutual dependency on each other. It is the way of forgiveness and healing the rifts our self-centredness and misunderstandings so often create. It is the way of selfless love and care for all people, the lovable and the unlovable, the powerful and the weak, those like us and those who are quite different. 
Of course, the way out of lockdown will not be easy and the approach the Prime Minister will outline will not be simple and absolutely clear down to the minutest detail. Being a disciple of Jesus, following him and his way is not easy or simple either. What does it really mean to love your neighbour as yourself? When do we risk friendship to challenge wrong-doing, erroneous or prejudiced views? Can we really be expected to be like the widow with her mite? Even if we are like the Good Samaritan helping the stranger, what about the other strangers we cannot help in the same way? No, Jesus the way is not a detailed roadmap with the route clearly shown, with detailed step-by-step directions alongside at every turn, and coupled with informative road signs as we travel along. Jesus the way invites us to journey along with him as our guide for the way, encouraging us when the going is tough, rejoicing with us at the little triumphs and successes on the way, leading us back on track when we’ve strayed from the path, pointing out the things to note and helping us appreciate the wonders of the journey. 
For six weeks now, life in lockdown has been very different for us. People are asking when life will get back to normal, but it is clear things will not change overnight.  And people are saying that life will never return to what it was before – and seeing this as a positive thing. Fewer journeys by highly polluting means has resulted in cleaner air. Among the negatives of working from home, have people also discovered advantages in it so that working practices may be different in the future? Have we learnt a new appreciation for what others do for us – as we clap for the NHS and carers, say ‘thank you’ to the shop staff, the delivery driver, the post man or woman? Have we discovered a new neighbourliness expressed in volunteering, simple acts of kindness, a telephone call to ask ‘how are you?’ or a gentle smile as you meet the eye of the stranger walking on the other side of the road?
As Jesus invites us to believe in him and to follow him as the way, the writer of 1 Peter echoes this as he invites us to ‘Come to him, a living stone … and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’ (v. 4-5). Whatever the new realities of life after lockdown, let us continue to believe in Jesus the way, the truth and the life, to follow in his path and to serve as bridges between God and humankind, announcing good news and working for life in all its fulness for all.
PRAYERS
We come to you, Jesus, the living stone, with our prayers for others:
For those who are sick with coronavirus and those with other conditions, 
for those whose treatment has been delayed or interrupted
and those too worried to seek a diagnosis.
We come as living stones to be built into a spiritual house
of compassion and active care for the suffering.

For those who are bereaved,
and those who feel the loss of physical contact with loved ones
in care homes or in hospital.
We come as living stones to be built into a spiritual house
of compassion and active care for those bereft.

For those around the world continuing to live in fear
because of political tension and terrorist threat,
because of crime or anti-social behaviour.
We come as living stones to be built into a spiritual house
of peace-makers in solidarity with the fearful.

For those whose livelihoods have been lost or are under threat
because of the current situation and uncertainties about the future.
For children and young people whose educations have been disrupted,
especially for those least able to access online learning.
We come as living stones to be built into a spiritual house
of caring support and vocal advocacy for those bearing the greatest cost.

For all those whose mental health is suffering,
because their normal support structures have been withdrawn
or because of the additional burden placed on carers in the community.
We come as living stones to be built into a spiritual house
of compassion and hope for the stressed.

For those we know personally who are having a difficult time …..
And for ourselves and our needs …..
We come as living stones to be built into a spiritual house
of faithful service and commitment.

To the glory of your name, and the furtherance of your kingdom, we pray. 
Amen.

HYMN 	TUNE Dominus regit me

1	The King of love my shepherd is,
	whose goodness faileth never;
	I nothing lack if I am his
	and he is mine for ever.

2	Where streams of living water flow
	my ransomed soul he leadeth,
	and where the verdant pastures grow
	with food celestial feedeth.

3	Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
	but yet in love he sought me,
	and on his shoulder gently laid,
	and home rejoicing brought me

4	In death's dark vale I fear no ill
	with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
	thy rod and staff my comfort still,
	thy cross before to guide me.

5	Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
	thy unction grace bestoweth;
	and O what transport of delight
	from thy pure chalice floweth!

6	And so through all the length of days
	thy goodness faileth never:
	good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
	within thy house for ever.

Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877)


THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is with us all now and for evermore. Amen.
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