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ONLINE MINI-SERVICE
[bookmark: _Hlk38375148]For 5th July 2020




WELCOME
Welcome to this the sixteenth ‘remote’ mini-service.

PREPARATION AND APPROACH
As you prepare to worship, still your mind, breathe deeply and prepare to worship God. 

Think of something that has lifted your spirits this week – e.g the sun shining
Pause and give thanks

Think of someone who has contacted you this week – eg a friend’s phone call or email
Pause and give thanks

Think of someone who has served you this week – e.g the postman/woman
Pause and give thanks

God has been with us this week
Pause and give thanks

Now join with the Psalmist in these words of assurance and commitment from Psalm 145:
8 The LORD is gracious and merciful,
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The LORD is good to all,
   and his compassion is over all that he has made.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
   and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
   and tell of your power,
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds,
   and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
   and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

The LORD is faithful in all his words,
   and gracious in all his deeds.
14 The LORD upholds all who are falling,
   and raises up all who are bowed down.
HYMN 	TUNE: St Peter
1	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
	in a believer's ear!
	It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
	and drives away our fear.

2	It makes the wounded spirit whole,
	and calms the troubled breast;
	'tis manna to the hungry soul,
	and to the weary rest.

3	Dear name! the rock on which I build,
	my shield and hiding-place,
	my never-failing treasury filled
	with boundless stores of grace.

4	Jesus, my Shepherd and my Friend,
	my Prophet, Priest, and King,
	my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
	accept the praise I bring.

5	Weak is the effort of my heart,
	and cold my warmest thought;
	but when I see thee as thou art,
	I'll praise thee as I ought.

6	Till then I would your love proclaim
	with every fleeting breath;
	and may the music of thy name
	refresh my soul in death.

John Newton (1725-1807)

PRAYER
We are your people, loving God.
A people joined together by our faith in you,
the creator of the world, the giver of life.
We thank you for all you do for us:
entrusting this world of beauty to our care,
calling us into community as social beings,
filling life with endless possibilities for joy in the little things as well as the big.

We are your people, loving God.
A people joined together by our common calling 
to look outward with love and compassion
in faithfulness and service.
We thank you for each opportunity, individually and together,
to further the work of your kingdom in all manner of ways.

We are your people, loving God.
A people joined together by our love for one another,
whose fellowship is a source of real support and joy.
We thank you for the life we share together as a church community,
even now in our isolation we know we are not alone
but feel the embrace of each other’s thoughts and care
and know we are held in your hand.

Forgive us, loving God,
for the times we rail in frustration at the present restrictions,
for the times when we have given in to unreasonable scepticism
or vented unjust, angry criticism.
Forgive us, loving God,
for the times we have failed to look beyond the present moment
to the wonder of life you hold out to us all
in your kingdom of love and solidarity with you and with each other.

Forgive us, loving God,
and lead us again in your way. Amen. 


LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever.  Amen
READING 
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-30
16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another,
17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.”
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’
25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

REFLECTION
‘There’s no pleasing some people!’ A phrase I know I have heard and used myself on more than one occasion. Perhaps you have too. At times when it seems that whatever one does there will be some who don’t like it, criticise you, oppose you. At such times it seems the only appropriate phrase to sum up the situation – whatever you do, some people will not like it. The opening words of Jesus in our reading from Matthew’s Gospel seem to echo this sentiment.
This passage in Matthew follows that of the messengers sent by John the Baptist from his prison cell to ask if Jesus is the Messiah, and Jesus’ words of praise for John as a prophet. Here he compares the responses of ‘this generation’ to John and himself – neither of them satisfied popular expectations. John the Baptist’s ascetic lifestyle – living in the desert, wearing camel hair, eating locusts and wild honey – was unappealing. His preaching a call to repentance and baptism (wiping the smug smiles off the faces of those who were too complacent about their own goodness) and his rebuking the Pharisees and Sadducees as a ‘brood of vipers’ was an uncomfortable message, a challenging and deeply disturbing one for many. Their response was to be like children in the market-place, calling “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance”. Jesus came preaching about the merciful love of God, offering forgiveness, healing the sick, and proclaiming the kingdom of God as like a great banquet. He was known to reach out to lepers, to accept the outcasts, to eat and drink with the most questionable of social contacts. Their response was to be like children in the market-place, calling “we wailed, and you did not mourn.” John, for his pains, was accused of having a demon; Jesus was accused of being a glutton, a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners. No, ‘there’s no pleasing some people!’
Yet who is right? John the Baptist for pointing out the need for repentance, new commitment and greater faithfulness, or those content to rely on their having been born into ‘the people of God’ and observance of certain ritual observances? Who is right? Jesus, revealing by word and action a God who cares for all people, who is reaching out to all with the offer of life in all its fulness, or those who hold vehemently to a very exclusive them and us attitude that holds no hope for those who are not among the ‘in-crowd’? Whose way is God’s way? Jesus was sure of the answer: ‘Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ (‘Wisdom’ here is God’s Wisdom – his actions prove the point).
However, Jesus continues, ‘the wise and the intelligent’ of this world are too wrapped up in their own intellectual arguments and pontificating, too assured that they have the answers (or even the devastating question that belittles everyone else), that they cannot see the truth of who Jesus is and the significance of his actions and teaching. On the other hand it is the ‘infants’, the weakest and most insignificant in society, those who respond simply and straightforwardly, receiving with sheer joy and genuine appreciation, that receive him and the gifts of God through him. They are the ones who see God at work through him, they are the ones who see God in him. They are the ones open to God and God’s activity in their lives.  
And that love of God in Jesus pours out in Jesus’ invitation, an invitation overflowing with compassion for the weary and those carrying heavy burdens. These are people wanting to do the right thing, to be faithful in their worship and daily life, but for whom the prescriptions of the rule-makers are practically impossible to keep fully. Even attempting to fulfil the requirements is most wearying. The recognition of failure to keep every rule every time, the guilt and sorrow it produces as well as the judgement of others, is a heavy burden on life. Yet, this, Jesus says, is not how God sees it: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’
Here, in these words, there is invitation ‘Come to me’, instead of the ‘keep away’ attitude of the self-righteous towards those ‘sinners’ they fear will contaminate them and upon whom they look down from such a height of ‘superiority’. And these were not just words for Jesus. He was not afraid to reach out to lepers, publically to call Zachaeus the tax-collector down from the tree and invite himself into his home for a meal, or to converse with a Samaritan woman by the well. He was a man who cared deeply for others. He wept over the Jerusalem because the people were like lost sheep without a shepherd. He didn’t ignore the woman who touched his cloak in the crush of the crowd but insisted on speaking with her with words of comfort when she would have expected rebuke. He was himself tired out by responding to the crowds who flocked to him, but he would not turn away the children brought by their mothers for a blessing. For these wearied and heavy-burdened, his invitation offered rest.
Here, in these words, Jesus offered himself as the teacher of a new way: ‘learn from me’. Learn the lessons of my example, not just my words. Learn how to live, not just the rules to be kept. And most significantly of all, ‘learn what God is like because you see him through me.’ And Jesus is a good teacher, not just telling, not even just showing, but accompanying every inch of the way: ‘my yoke is easy’. 
In the uncertainties of life at the present time, with Covid-19 still being a threat, not knowing how it will continue to play out around the globe, with confusion about what is and is not allowed as lockdown begins to be relaxed, and the regional variations further clouding things, life may well seem very wearying. For people worried about their jobs or their businesses and the financial implications of this situation there is a real burden of worry and concern. In looking ahead to what the ‘new normal’ might look like for every aspect of life, we should heed Jesus’ invitation to find God’s way in all of it, and not simply the way of the loudest voices in society. With the debates that rage about what to do now in response to the virus; with the anti-social behaviour of those coming together in mass gatherings careless of social-distancing, dropping their litter and in danger of starting wild fires by carelessness, God’s way will not please everyone, but it is the way of life.

PRAYERS
We turn to you, loving God, in our prayers for the life of the world.
For those who are sick with coronavirus and those with other conditions, 
for those whose treatment has been delayed or interrupted
and those too worried to seek a diagnosis.
Loving God, hear us and lead us in your way.

For those who are bereaved,
and those who feel the loss of physical contact with loved ones
in care homes or in hospital.
Loving God, hear us and lead us in your way.

For those around the world continuing to live in fear
because of political tension and terrorist threat,
because of crime or anti-social behaviour.
Loving God, hear us and lead us in your way.

For those whose livelihoods have been lost or are under threat
because of the current situation and uncertainties about the future.
For children and young people whose educations have been disrupted,
especially for those least able to access online learning.
Loving God, hear us and lead us in your way.

For all those whose mental health is suffering,
because their normal support structures have been withdrawn
or because of the additional burden placed on carers in the community.
Loving God, hear us and lead us in your way.

For those we know personally who are having a difficult time …..
And for ourselves and our needs …..
Loving God, hear us and lead us in your way.

To the glory of your name, and the furtherance of your kingdom, we pray. Amen.

HYMN 	TUNE: Kingsfold

1	I heard the voice of Jesus say:
	'Come unto me and rest;
	Lay down, O weary one, lay down
	Your head upon my breast.'
	I came to Jesus as I was,
	Forlorn and faint and sad,
	I found in him a resting-place,
	And he has made me glad.

2	I heard the voice of Jesus say:
	'Behold, I freely give
	The living water; thirsty one,
	Stoop down and drink and live.'
	I came to Jesus, and I drank
	Of that life-giving stream;
	My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
	And now I live in him.

3	I heard the voice of Jesus say:
	'I am this dark world's Light;
	Look unto me, your morn shall rise,
	And all your day be bright.'
	I looked to Jesus, and I found
	In him my star, my sun;
	And in that light of life I'll walk,
	Till travelling days are done.

Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)


THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is with us all now and for evermore. Amen.
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