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Moving on with God

Caring in the community

War and God’s will

Zion and Community
These are the weekly activities that regularly take place

Sunday Morning worship in Church
10.30 a.m. It is bright and early with a warm
welcome every week

Monday Tiny Time
9.30 a.m. to Looking after a small child? Come and
11.00 a.m. join us in the Church Hall for a chat and
a cuppa while the children play

Wednesday Way In and The Other Way In*
and Saturday Make time for coffee or tea and a chat
10.00 a.m. to in the Coffee room - *or in the Secret
12 noon Garden until the end of October

Saturday Prayer group
9.30 a.m. to In the Church or Secret Garden and
9.45 a.m. open to everyone.

Permission is needed to reproduce any of the items in this
magazine
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Pastoral letter
Dear Friends
Commitment and Sharing
The recent death of Queen Elizabeth II has shaken many of us.
Despite knowing that it was inevitable, we find ourselves unnerved; thrust into new territory with all the uncertainty that
brings. We now realise how powerfully reassuring and
inspirational her steadfast presence, sense of duty and service,
life of integrity, faith and love were to so many people around
the world.
Perhaps we can take encouragement from seeing how so many
people have recognised and valued this different kind of
leadership. Let’s hope and pray that other leaders may now
follow her example of self-giving constancy and commitment to
those they are meant serve. It is also a challenge to us, in our
own small way, to live our lives with integrity, faith and love trusting that God will use us to help realise a bit more of God’s
Kin(g)dom.
There is so much uncertainty in the world and many challenges
ahead; with self-serving, corrupt, or compassionless world leaders
and powerful corporations, fuel and food poverty, climate
change, war, torture and oppression, migration and so much
more on a grand and on a small scale. Here at Zion, over the last
few years, several of our much-loved congregation have sadly
died or moved away and we are in vacancy again, not knowing
if or when we will get another minister. We are also facing some
big decisions concerning our hall, the back of the church and
potentially the future nature of Zion URC. It is very easy to feel
overwhelmed, yet, there always seem to be signs of hope and
encouragement which lift our spirits and new people to help us
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to move on. Week by week we are reminded of God’s nature,
constancy, and enduring presence.
Events such as the Queen’s death can act as a kairos moment –
an opportune, proper, significant time for action. The pause for
reflection offers the space to consider who we are and what
kind of people do we want to be.
Whilst foraging and gathering items for the green group service
at the beginning of September, it seemed that many things were
about sharing – and some of it was very self-sacrificial sharing!
I picked up a cluster of hazel nuts and half of them had been
eaten by a wood mouse. I almost threw them away to search for
a perfect, utopian, un-damaged version! The same happened
with some acorns which had also been half nibbled and I found
a feather left over from a sparrowhawk’s meal.
Even the leaves of the St John’s wort had been
cut by leafcutter bees to seal the small
chambers for their larvae to develop in safety.
There was a HUGE abundance of seeds and
nuts, way more than was needed to produce new plants. It
underlined the interconnectedness of life; one of their main
purposes was to be shared; eaten or used to support other lives.
How do we share who and what we are and what we ‘own’?
The Queen dedicated her whole life to the service of her nation
and commonwealth. As we look to our own future together, in
Christ, in Northallerton, let’s take advice and encouragement
from Hebrews 12:
“….. let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let
us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith….”
Take my talents, take my skills, take what’s yet to be;
Let my life be yours and yet Let it still be me.
by John Bell and Graham Maule
in Iona Abbey Music Book

Liz Styan
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Zion United Reformed Church,
Northallerton
invites you to a concert by

INSPIRATION
CHOIR
Tuesday
8th November
7.30pm
Free Admission
Refreshments
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Lessons in life
Good schoolteachers not only give their children formal lessons;
they also get to know them individually (that’s why class size is
vital – ideally, maximum 25), and so can predict how they’ll
make out in adult life. My daughter Rachel, always with the
reception class/first year infants, said that by the time her little
pupils were seven years old she could tell which of them would
do well with their studies and which would never read a book,
which would later look for a manual job and which seek work
with people or in technical or scientific research.
Can you recall for yourself a key comment from one of your
teachers? I’m blessed to have long remembered, and so to
have had to live with, what my French teacher Mr Richardson
wrote in my Spring term 1949 report, two months before the upcoming School Certificate (later O-level) exam:
“This boy has a grasshopper mind. He will get a
distinction in school certificate French; but he
will not go on to get the university scholarship he
is capable of, because he is not learning to
concentrate on the key matter in hand …”. And
so it proved, not only over a potential scholarship, but also
ultimately over the daily work of the Christian ministry – week by
week I delighted in the pastoral care side of my calling, but ever
had to struggle with inadequate application to sermon and
worship preparation. Believing the Gospel message all right, but
too often not getting down to spelling it out properly for the
congregation today till too late in the week…
Strange, then, wondrous, indeed, how the LORD nevertheless
can – and does – use each one of us in spite of, nay even with,
our individual complex human mixtures of gifts and flaws.
Malcolm Smith
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The caring continues
I was recently reminded and challenged again about the
importance of underpinning everything with prayer. Therefore, I
thought in this magazine I would take the opporunity to highlight
some prayer pointers relating to the work I’m involved in . There
are so many things to be thankful to God for and over the next
month my Management Committee and I will be looking at my
priorities for the following year. It would be really encouraging to
know others are specifically praying alongside us as we move
forward and seek the Lord’s guidance.
•
•

•
•

•
•

Thankful that my own health has greatly improved.
Thankful for opportunties to hold services at
Rivendale, Mount Vale, The Orchards and
Thirsk Dementia Day centre. Opportunities
are opening up at Southwoods.
Thankful for the way coffee mornings & the
Sercret Garden provide safe places for
people to connect with others.
Encouraging that over the past few months I
have met with a number of Christians from
across Thirsk & Northallerton area that have a real desire to
coordinate and develop work amongst older people .
Pray for our connections with other organisatoins that support
older people locally and national.
Prayer for God’s guidance and clarity about what should be
the priorities within my role.

Now let me update you on two specific activities:Church Services in Care Homes
•

Rivendale 1st Tuesday of each month at 2pm and looking at
introducing a regular communion service too.
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•
•
•
•

The Orchards, Brompton 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2pm
Mount Vale 4th Wednesday each month at 3pm
Communion is taken into Malpas Court on a monthly basis
too.
Zion, will be continuing their relationship with Southwoods
Nursing Home too by going in three times a year at Christmas,
Easter and Harvest to take services. Rev Arthur Harbottle is
also taking in communion in on a regular basis.

In the past week a member of Southwoods Staff was able to
bring a resident to the Secret Garden for the Other Way In. It is
always so encouraging to see how the Secret Garden is a
community resource and the significant benefits it has on all who
attend.
Thirsk Dementia Day Service
Our relationship with the staff and attendees continue to
develop. A small team of us are going into the day centre and
we are doing 2/3 activity sessions and a short service each
month.
Our theme in August was Holidays - The Seaside. As a group we
spent time talking about our own
experiences. We had a variety of sensory
items; sea shells, seaside memoriable ,
dementia friendly picture books and
jigsaws all linked to the theme. All these
items assist in promoting interaction with
individuals which can be verbal and non verbal.
We all made fish out of recycled old DVD’s and CD’s and
decorated them too.
We then had an power point presentation including familiar
secular summer songs such as; We’re all going on a summer
holiday and I do like to be beside the seaside as, the group
enjoys singing.
To mark the tranisition into the church service – we display a
candle, cross and a bible, all symbols that can remind people of
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the christian faith. We sing familiar hymns and songs : How Great
Thou Art and He’s got the whole world in his hands.
In this session as we looked at the story of Jesus and his feeding
of the 5,000 we drew out the compassion of Jesus in this story. We
ended our time with this powerful prayer of reflection:
God Remembers you:
Your name and your story,
Today and everyday;
In the darkness before morning you are not alone;
In the questions without answers,
You are not unheard.
Whatever happens to you, you will always be yourself.
God is our road;
God walks with you all the smiles and tears of your journey.
Today and every day
God remembers you with love.
Written by Ruth Burgess, The Iona Community.

Helen McCormack
Pastoral & Development Worker for older people
Mobile: 07751 0785 helenmethodisturc@outlook.com

War and God’s Will
I was in an international prayer meeting recently which included
a Pastor from Ukraine. In a previous meeting he had said that
nothing in Theological College had prepared him to minister in a
time of war. This time he said that ‘we believe that God is on our
side and will give us victory’. Both these statements set me
thinking but the latter one troubled me.

10

Of course, God is on their side, he’s always on the side of the
oppressed and downtrodden. He is on the side of citizens
bombed out of their homes, fleeing to the safety of sanctuary in
a far-off country. He is on the side of parents who have lost
children, children who have lost parents and grandparents who
have lost everything. He is also on the side of Russian troops sent
to fight in a foreign land on the whim of an autocratic leader,
and he is on the side of mothers whose sons never come home.
What does it mean to say that God is on our side? Surely God is
on the side of everyone. How can we say otherwise? Does not
the Bible teach us that no-one is beyond God’s loving care. But it
also tells us that we can put barriers between God and us by the
lives we lead, the things we do, the words we speak and the
thoughts we harbour.
We believe that Jesus is our guide, our inspiration and our role
model. He told us not to judge, not to take revenge and not to
kill. He told us to love our neighbour and graphically illustrated
this with a story about Jews and Samaritans. He told us to put
others first and not to worry about ourselves. And we must never
forget that he told us to follow him, and he commanded us to
teach others to do likewise.
How does all this help me respond to a man learning to minister
in time of war and who believes firmly that God will give his
country victory? I am not sure, but I am aware that Jesus had
very strong words to say to leaders who oppressed others and
made life difficult or impossible for them as well as to those who
led others astray and those who did nothing whilst others
suffered.
I cannot tell Ukrainians to lay down their weapons and let
Vladimir Putin take their country. Equally I cannot tell them to
take up arms and fight back. But I cannot just sit on the fence
and say nothing. I believe it was wrong of Vladimir Putin to
annexe Crimea and then to invade Ukraine. Whether he believes
in God or not he will one day stand before God and have to
account for what he has done. How God responds then is not for
me to presume. That’s all very well for the future but is no help for
the present.
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At the back of my mind, I remember that amongst the plotters in
Nazi Germany to assassinate Hitler was at least one confirmed
pacifist. He had reluctantly concluded that it was necessary for
one man to die in order for countless others to live. Before we
draw the wrong conclusion, I am not suggesting assassination.
What I am saying is that we live in a messy imperfect world and
things happen which in an ideal world would not happen. We
live in that world, we have no choice, and the words
we speak and the lives we lead will have an impact
on the world.
When I pray for peace in Ukraine, for Russian planes
to be grounded, the Russian fleet to be confined to
port, Russian missiles and artillery to be rendered
useless, Russian troops to lay down their weapons and the voice
of opposition to the war in Russia grow, I am not telling God how
to do it. I am asking him to silence the aggressor and rescue the
oppressed. I believe that God hears and answers prayer and I
must accept whatever way he chooses to respond and thank
him for it. As the Bible tells us, God’s ways are not our ways, his
thoughts are not our thoughts.
War is never God’s answer to any question, but God can work
through war to bring peace and hope for the future. We must
pray for God to bring peace to Ukraine. God is on their side. He
sits with those who suffer and he challenges those who oppress.
How he does both is his choice not ours.
Ian Ring

Would you like….?
A printed copy of our URC “Reform” magazine costs the same
again for next year 2023 - £29.50 for ten issues, Dec-Jan and JulyAug being bi-monthly. Whether you are a long-term subscriber
already or one who would like to start taking it for the first time
[sample back numbers can be seen in the Church vestibule], if
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you would care to give me, at Church any Sunday this October,
a cheque for this amount made out to ‘URC Reform magazine’, I
will gladly put in a bulk order and distribute same personally to
you.
[If you so prefer, you can now get ‘Reform’ on your tablet,
smartphone or computer for £17.99 a year, but for this please go
to www.reform-magazine.co.uk/subscribe, not to me].
If you may be looking for, or would welcome, a fresh form of
day-by-day Bible reading, let me commend the Moravian “Daily
Watchwords”, a sample copy of which is also available now to
examine in the vestibule. You’ll find it’s the simplest daily format
and content imaginable, namely: an Old Testament verse
drawn by lot, a New Testament verse parallel in theme, a related
single verse of a well-known hymn and a pithy one-sentence
quote: all giving one Gospel point to think over/pray over/take
with you for the day, aware you’re doing so along with a worldwide fellowship of literally millions of fellow-believers. Next year’s
copy again costs £6.50 [over the year. that’s under 2p a day!] –
as with ‘Reform’ magazine above, a cheque made out to ‘Daily
Watchwords’ and given to me any Sunday this October will
enable a bulk order with delivery due in November.
And have you seen as yet [again, by vestibule sample] Paul
Bowes’ new book “They Were There When…”? Splendidly
imaginative, compellingly readable, either as a ‘dip-in’ (one
short piece at a time) or (if you’re like me) right through at one
go (and then start over again!). Could be just the sort of
Christmas present book for a family member or friend? Available
from Paul direct by post (with cheque made out to him for £9.99)
at 42 High Street, Barkway, Royston, Herts SG8 8EE – or again, I’m
happy to receive such cheques this October and put in a bulk
order for individual delivery.
Malcolm Smith
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Church diary

OCTOBER
Sat 1st Oct

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Secret Garden/Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.00 am Harvest Decoration
(Church)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)

Sun 2nd Oct

10.30 am Harvest Service
(Miss Lesley Bustard)
12.00 pm Harvest Lunch
(Church Hall)

Mon 3rd Oct

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Tues 4th Oct

7.30 pm One Northallerton AGM
(Northallerton Methodist Church)

Wed 5th Oct

10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)
2.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)
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5th cont…

Thurs 6th Oct

12.10 pm

Short service in church to mark the
50th Anniversary of the URC
(Rev Ian Ring)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Fri 7th Oct

10.00 am Elders’ Meeting
(Zoom)

Sat 8th Oct

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Secret Garden/Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)

Sun 9th Oct

10.30 am Morning Worship
(Revd Richard Bradshaw)

Mon 10th Oct

Wed 12th Oct

Thurs 13th Oct

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
7.00 pm Cottage Crafters
(Cottage)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)
N/A
Contemplative Prayer
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
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Sat 15th Oct

15th cont…
Sun 16th Oct

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Secret Garden/Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)
10.30 am Communion Service
(Revd Michael Webster)
Commitment for Life Sunday

Mon 17th Oct

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Tues 18th Oct

2.00 pm Reading Circle
(Cottage)

Wed 19th Oct

Thurs 20th Oct

Sat 22nd Oct

10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)
N/A
Contemplative Prayer
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Secret Garden/Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)
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Sun 23rd Oct

Mon 24th Oct

Wed 26th Oct

Thurs 27th Oct

10.30 am Morning Worship
(Mrs Chris Eddowes)
Traidcraft Stall
12.00 pm Light Lunch
(Church Hall)
12.30 pm Special Extended Church Meeting
(Church Hall)
9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)
N/A
Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Sat 29th Oct

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Secret Garden/Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
10.30 am The Other Way In
(Secret Garden)

Sun 30th Oct

10.30 am Joint Service with the Methodists
(Northallerton Methodist Church)

Mon 31st Oct

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
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NOVEMBER
Wed 2nd Nov

Thurs 3rd Nov

10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
2.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Fri 4th Nov

10.00 am Elders’ Meeting
(Zoom)

Sat 5th Nov

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)

Sun 6th Nov

10.30 am Morning Worship
(Revd Dr Trevor Jamieson)
11.45am Church Meeting
(Church)

Mon 7th Nov

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Tues 8th Nov

7.00 pm Cottage Crafters
(Cottage)
7.30 pm Concert by the Inspiration Choir
(Church)

Wed 9th Nov

10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
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9th cont…

Thurs 10th Nov

N/A

Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk

2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Sat 12th Nov

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)

Sun 13th Nov

10.30 am Remembrance Service
(Revd Ian Ring)

Mon 14th Nov

Wed 16th Nov

Thurs 17th Nov
Fri 18th Nov
Sat 19th Nov

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
N/A
Contemplative Prayer
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk)
7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting
(Northallerton Methodist Church)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)
Last date for items for Dec/Jan magazine
9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
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Sun 20th Nov

10.30 am Communion Service
(Miss Lesley Bustard)
Commitment for Life Sunday

Mon 21st Nov

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Tues 22nd Nov

2.00 pm Development Worker’s Meeting
(Cottage)

Wed 23rd Nov

Thurs 24th Nov

10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
N/A
Contemplative Prayer
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Sat 26th Nov

9.30 am Prayer Meeting
(Coffee Room)
10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)

Sun 27th Nov

10.30 am Morning Worship
(Mrs Kathryn Walker)
Traidcraft Stall

Mon 28th Nov

9.30 am Tiny Time
(Church Hall)
2.00 pm Gardening Session
(Secret Garden)

Wed 30th Nov

10.00 am Way In
(Coffee Room)
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30th cont…

N/A

Contemplative Prayer
(Reflection sent by e-mail; contact:
alexa@barberfamily.me.uk)

A few final thoughts
Humility
The death of the Queen led me to these thoughts on humility. It
seems hard to reconcile ‘Queen’ and ‘humble’ but she believed
that she was only well qualified for the mantle she was to wear
having acknowledged that her success in the role would be
totally down to allowing God to take centre stage and following
his dictates.
Humility seems to be a difficult word for us to understand. We
tend to think of a humble person as someone like Uriah Heep someone obsequious, grovelling, a most unpleasant character.
The dictionary gives the definitions of having a low estimate of
one’s own importance, of modest pretensions. The Thesaurus
gives me 32 synonyms of which 27 relate to making people feel
small , less important, unworthy and only 5, meek, modest,
retiring, simple, and unobtrusive, really seem to cover the sense
of that definition. Perhaps to simplify things we could say that
being humble means putting others first.
Before Easter we have a week of occasions to remember Jesus’
humility in the run-up to his point of no return – his death on the
cross and his resurrection as the absolute centre of the Christian
faith. It is a fascinating glimpse of a man who was the Son of
God and yet was just a human being like the rest of us: a man
who could perform miracles and yet was totally down to earth
and ordinary in the company of his friends. Palm Sunday and
that ride into Jerusalem is a case in point. I have no doubt that
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Jesus’ reputation was such that if he had wished he could have
borrowed a more stylish mount on which to ride but he didn’t; he
chose a donkey. I know that this fulfilled the prophesy that the
Messiah, the King, would come humbly and riding on a donkey
but I feel that Jesus would have chosen a humble entry anyway
– it feels right.
Then there is the Passover meal – the last supper. In the normal
course of events the disciples would have the job of sorting out
the arrangements, but Jesus had already arranged for a room to
be prepared and furnished for them all. The meal was a
communal event. No separate special items or treatment for the
boss: they all shared the same dish. No doubt sharing in a
communal dish was commonplace but nevertheless I can
visualise them all sitting around laughing and joking because
they were on a high. All the shouts and cheers of Jerusalem were
still ringing in their memories.
Then confusion - Jesus washing their feet,
absolutely not the sort of action a Master would
take but Jesus is adamant that this is the type of
person he wants them to be - someone who puts
themselves at the service of others. “I have set an
example for you,” he says, “ so that you will do just what I have
done for you.”
It’s quite clear then and very simple – but isn’t it so very difficult to
do? So, if you wish to join me in my prayer feel free to do so
Lord please
Help me not to do anything just for my sake.
Let me always be conscious of working for others.
Show me that this is where I will find you.
And when, inevitably, I am less than perfect in my endeavours,
please forgive me.
Amen
Sue Kennedy
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Elders

If you have any problems and would like to contact someone,
please get in touch with the Secretary
or any other Elder as given below.

Sue Bush O1609 882468
susanmbush@aol.com
Jane Haslam 07896 101130
jane.haslam99@gmail.com
Judith Puttock

07935 724430
puttock@one-name.org

Christine Roddam 07821 727175
christineroddam@outlook.com
Liz Styan 07902 348850
styan178@btinternet.com
Susan Watson 07731 663612
mske.watson@clannet.co.uk
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Contact us

Ministers: In vacancy

---

Secretary: Susan Bush

01609 882468

Treasurer: Judith Puttock

07935 724430

Room hire: Jane Haslam

07896 101130

Magazine Sue Kennedy
editor: sue.kennedy123@btinternet.com
Church: Information is available on our
website

01609 881408
www.tsurc.org/

We hope you have enjoyed the
magazine and we invite you to
worship with us at High Street,
Northallerton at our 10.30 am
Sunday service.
Please note that the closing date
for items for the
December/January issue is 18th
November
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