Working together in Northallerton for the planet
Creation care has been a significant element of our
faith and church life for over twenty years at Zion
United Reformed Church in Northallerton. However,
the formation of a Churches Together
environmental group- “One Northallerton One
Planet” – in February this year has been a real game
changer. Despite existing largely on zoom, it has
provided the focus, impetus and energy needed to
work together and with our community to begin to
tackle the escalating climate change, biodiversity
loss and pollution crises. We used Tearfund’s
Climate Emergency Toolkit as a starting point. As a result, three of the five churches, including Zion,
have now Declared a Climate and Environmental Emergency and committed ourselves to respond as
a church and as individuals. The other two churches are very supportive and are also working on
creation care issues.
We Like many churches up and down the country, we held our first Climate Sunday service on the 5th
September. Led by one of our new members, Rev Ian Ring, we celebrated the gift of creation and
God’s trust in us to care for it…. despite our
current track record! It encouraged and
affirmed us on our journey.
At the end of the service, our worship
continued with action as we signed a petition
to forward to our MP Rishi Sunak. We then
joined with the other churches for a lovely
sunny “Picnic in the Park” to celebrate this
momentous occasion. There are further joint
events planned in the build up to COP26 in
Glasgow this November.
Our petition asks
In response to the escalating climate and environmental crisis we urge our government to MAKE
COP 26 COUNT by:
 Ending all use of public money to subsidise fossil fuels.
 Investing in and incentivising renewable solutions - Making our transport, power and
housing fit for a sustainable future, whilst also boosting jobs
 Committing to an international Loss & Damage Fund – which matches the scale of the crisis,
to support the most vulnerable recover and adapt to the impacts of climate change at home
and abroad.
 Providing UK climate finance in the form of grants not loans to avoid spiralling debt - and
persuade other richer countries to do the same.
 Protecting, restoring and expanding our green and wild spaces – recognising nature as part
of the solution, halting biodiversity loss, and benefitting human health too
 Securing a commitment for debt cancellation for all climate vulnerable and low-income
countries so they are better able to tackle the climate crisis and other crises such as the
pandemic.

