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Moving on

Natural healers

Morning star of the Reformation

Zion and Community

Sunday Morning worship
10.00 a.m. Communion every 3rd Sunday
Bright and early and a warm welcome
every week

Monday Tiny time
9.30 a.m. to Mums, join us in the Church Hall for a chat
11.00 a.m. and a cuppa while the children play
In term time

Wednesday ‘Way In’
10.00 a.m. to A chance to get a coffee or tea and a
12 noon chat
12 noon to Come and eat your packed lunch
12.30 p.m.
1.00 p.m. to Market Day service
1.30 p.m. A time for quiet reflection in the midst of a
busy day

Saturday ‘Way In’
10.00 a.m. to More coffee and chat
12 noon
Permission is required to reproduce any of the items in this
magazine
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Pastoral letter
Dear Friends,
The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six
hundred thousand men on foot, besides children. (Exodus 12:37).
In exaggerated numbers, Exodus thus describes the
commencement of the Israelite’s escape from slavery in Egypt.
With the start of the school Summer holidays we will, no doubt,
get television reports of the crush at the airports, especially if
there is any hiccup in the system (bad weather or mechanical
failure causing delays, industrial action, or computer problems).
There’ll be the seasonal warnings of heavy traffic on the
motorways and around major attractions as people ‘escape’ for
their vacation or a Bank Holiday weekend break. We can be
forgiven if we get the idea of a nation on the move.

For big city commuters, the crush of people on the move is a
daily experience. People jostling on rush hour underground
platforms, crammed into overfull trains, or stuck in the traffic jams
that make motorways feel like car parks. It must seem like whole
swathes of the city are on the move.
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Television reports also frequently bring news of people on the
move because of situations beyond their control. Refugees
fleeing bombarded cities or displaced people escaping flood-hit
or earthquake-devastated areas, often overwhelming the places
in which they take refuge. These are often truly a whole
community on the move, surpassing the exaggerated number of
Exodus.
Yet it’s not just masses of people on the move. Small groups or
organisations and individuals can also be on the move: moving
location, changing structures, revising assumptions. Sometimes
that movement is forced upon us by changing circumstances,
sometimes it is of our own choosing in response to changing
circumstances or new opportunities. The Synod’s Way Forward
invites us as a Pastorate to travel with the wider Synod into a new
way of sharing ministry. Local circumstances invite us as
individual congregations to keep on the move in our neverending striving to be God’s faithful people where we are. As
individuals, we are also to be continually on the move as faith
grows and matures, and we rise to new calls to service.
Escaping slavery in Egypt was but the beginning of a great
journey for the Israelites. For the disciples, Easter and Pentecost
were but the beginning of a great journey into the Church. We
too, should remember that we are engaged on a pilgrimage of
faith, open to God’s leading, to God’s challenge, and equipped
by him to meet it. As God’s pilgrim people, we should not shrink
from being a people on the move.
Yours in his service,

Stephen.
,
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Hidden treasure
At the school where I work we always encourage the children to
ask questions even though we may not have all the answers. Last
month, Ann Bowes came to lead a Godly play session about
Noah and the flood. One child wanted to know what happened
to the animals who might not have been in the right place when
Noah let them out of the Ark - did they die?
Good question !
Recently, I was fascinated to learn
about one of the world’s toughest
creatures, that can bring itself back to
life and who knows, could even have
been in the Ark.
This amazing microscopic creature
measuring a fifth of a millimetre is a
Tardigrade or water bear. They are
found all over our planet from the top of the tallest tree canopy
to the deepest oceans and almost everywhere else in between.
They can survive freezing temperatures, radiation and even a trip
into outer space.
Their greatest claim is that they can come back to life after
having dried up completely. When water or food source (moss
and lichen) is non-existent, they roll into a ball, called a tun, and
wait for environmental conditions to improve. They are able to
remain in this state for 30 years or more.
Scientists are hoping to replicate this process to enable vaccines
to be dried, posted anywhere in the world and be rehydrated
without the need for refrigeration.
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Nature still holds the answers to some very big questions and it is
in caring for and nurturing our environment that we can give
ourselves and our planet the best chance of survival.

Gill Causley

Ladies Together
We had a lovely day at the Leeds City Council owned Lotherton
Hall. The guide who took us on a tour of the house was
enthusiastic and fully informed about its history. The Gascoigne
family gave the house to Leeds and lived in the servants’
quarters, converted to a flat, until the last of the line passed
away in 1970.
Besides the house we went into the
family chapel and the bird garden
which houses 300 birds. They are, at
present, preparing the area for
penguins. We wandered the grounds
and gardens as we wished and met up
for the coach back at 3.30 p.m. for the
hour’s journey home.
And all this for just £15 plus the cost of any refreshments. Thanks
to Rowena for organising the trip and the lovely crowd of ladies
and husbands. Why don’t you join us next time!

Iris Miller
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Not just Luther
Although this year we celebrate the seminal contribution made
by Martin Luther to the Reformation, he was not the first person to
challenge the authority, autocracy and teachings of the Church.
We remember during this year one Yorkshire man, said in his time
to be the first person to challenge the Church in 500 years.
John Wycliffe (1320s – 1384)
Morningstar of the English Reformation
Wycliffe was born at Hipswell, near Catterick. The year of his birth
is not known exactly and the dates given by biographers vary
from 1324 to 1330. He was educated at Oxford University and
ordained as a priest in 1351 but remained at Oxford as a teacher
until his appointment as Vicar of Fillingham, in Lincolnshire, in
1361. He continued his close association with the university and,
in 1368, became Vicar of Ludgershall, in Buckinghamshire, in
order to be closer to Oxford. In 1374, Edward III appointed him
Rector of Lutterworth in Leicestershire but this did not mean the
end of his association with Oxford.
Wycliffe published many tracts and treatises on philosophy and
theology. His great challenge to the Church was to say that
individuals should ‘trust wholly in Christ; rely altogether on his
sufferings; beware of seeking to be justified in any other way
than by His righteousness. Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient
for salvation’. In essence, the authority of the Word is greater
than the authority of the Church, a view every bit as challenging
and confrontational as Luther’s 95 Theses were to be 140 or so
years later.
In 1378, he produced his On the Truth of Sacred Scripture, in
which he insisted that the Bible contained everything necessary
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for salvation – the practices and devices of the Church such as
praying to saints, pilgrimages, indulgences, penances, personal
confession and even the Mass were of no avail on the road to
salvation. What this implied was that people should have access
to the Bible for themselves, not through priestly mediation.
Wycliffe felt strongly that people should be able to read and
hear the Bible in their everyday language. To achieve this he
set about organising the task. Some parts of the Bible already
existed in English but there was no complete translation. One of
his former students, Nicholas of Hereford, had already begun
work on a rendering into the vernacular of the Old Testament so
Wycliffe concentrated on the New Testament. The enormity of
the task was such that Wycliffe
undoubtedly had helpers other
than Hereford.
The first version of the translation
appeared in Wycliffe’s lifetime
but a revised version, in a more
idiomatic style of Middle English,
was produced by John Purvey
during the late 1380s and early
1390s. (A copy is at present on
display in the British Library
Exhibition Room at St Pancras). The only way to reproduce the
translation for distribution was by long hand since there was at
that time no moveable type printing press. It is remarkable that
of the two versions of the Wycliffe Bible produced before 1395
about 250 copies survive in whole or in part. Many scholars
speculate that, if Wycliffe had had Luther’s advantage of the
mass production that the printing press enabled, he may indeed
have been the catalyst for the Reformation!
Despite being, on a number of occasions, summoned to appear
before church councils to be challenged and chastised for his
views, Wycliffe was only excommunicated 30 years after his
death. He had for most of his adult life ‘friends in high places’,
many of whom sympathised with his desire to reform the Church.
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Several of these, however, deserted him when he attacked the
doctrine of transubstantiation – the idea that the communion
elements are transformed in to the body and blood of Christ
whilst retaining the outward appearance of bread and wine.
Wycliffe’s influence was spread by a group of followers known as
Lollards, a name derived from a Dutch word meaning ‘to
mutter’, thought to refer to the emphasis they placed on the
reading of the Word during worship. Whatever its derivation it
became a term of abuse, basically meaning heretic. They
attached great importance to preaching, reflecting Wycliffe’s
desire to bring the Word of God to people in their own
language. In the years after Wycliffe’s death there was
increasing persecution of the Lollards and essentially they
became an underground movement of the peasants and trades
people. In 1401, it was made an offence to translate the Bible
into English. In 1415 Church leaders, gathered at the Council of
Constance, declared Wycliffe to be a heretic and banned his
writings. In 1428 Pope Martin V authorised the exhumation of his
body from the churchyard at Lutterworth and the burning of his
remains. His ashes were scattered in the nearby River Swift.
Both his theology and philosophy also had an influence in
continental Europe, particularly through Jan Huss (1369-1415)
leader of the Bohemian Hussite Church. It was Wycliffe’s writings
which first brought Huss to look more closely at the Bible and to
trust in what it said. Like Wycliffe, he became convinced that the
Scriptures were the paramount guide for the life of faith, not the
pronouncements of the Pope or church councils. He became
the preacher at the Bethlehem Chapel in Prague where he
addressed the congregation in their native tongue, Czech.
At this time, the University of Prague was embroiled in argument
and debate about philosophy. Those, mostly German, who
belonged to the ‘nominalist’ school of thought, first propounded
by the English Franciscan friar, William of Ockham (c1287-1374)
were at loggerheads with those, mostly Czechs, who supported
Wycliffe’s ‘realist’ school of thought. The Czechs gained the
upper hand and most of the German students left Prague.
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In this pro-Wycliffe atmosphere, the Hussite Church prospered,
although Huss was excommunicated and forbidden to preach,
that made no difference to him. He and his followers continued
to agitate for Church reforms, including the abolition of
Indulgences. The King of Bohemia, who got a cut of the income
from the sale of Indulgences took exception to this. Huss’s
excommunication was made real and he
had to leave Prague.
He continued to write, his best-known work
being The Church, in which he said that
Christ alone is the head of the church not
the pope and to rebel against an erring
pope was to obey Christ.
He was summoned to attend the Council of
Constance in November 1414 to expound
his views. When he arrived, he was arrested
and spent many months in prison before being taken before the
Council and told to recant. He refused and was burnt at the
stake on 6th July 1415. It was at this same Council that Wycliffe
was posthumously excommunicated.
Huss’s followers continued to defy the church authorities and,
even when there was some reconciliation, the Hussite Church
retained some of its distinctiveness.
Martin Luther, after reading a volume of Huss’s sermons, wrote ‘I
could not understand for what cause they had burnt so great a
man, who explained the Scriptures with so much gravity and skill’
John Wycliffe and Jan Huss have been dead for centuries but
their voices linger on. The Moravian Brethren, still with us today,
trace part of their roots back to the Hussite Church and there are
elements in our reformed tradition that echo the thinking of both
Wycliffe and Huss. In recent years there have been a number of
academic studies of Wycliffe’s philosophy. His ideas from 700
plus years ago still hold an interest and fascination.
Jo Kennedy
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News of the family

,

Not included in online version

Christine Roddam
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Everyone is warmly invited to the

Women’s group summer

3rd August at 6.30pm

In the Secret Garden (or hall if it is wet)

Please bring your own sausages, burger etc and a
roll.
Salads and puddings will be provided.

The Secret Garden is a
“drug and alcohol-free zone” Soft drinks only please
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Jigsaw Library
As a result of a donation of ten jigsaws, the Elders agreed that
the Church could start a Jigsaw Library. This is
now in operation near the Little Library in the
Coffee Room. Members of the congregation, the
Way-In or members’ friends are welcome to take
and enjoy making a jigsaw. If anyone has a
nearly new complete jigsaw that they would like to add to the
collection, please would they give it to Paul Bowes or me.

Hazel Sumsion

Prayerful Imaging:
creative quiet days at Keld URC
23 August 2017
10.30 am until 4 pm
Bring with you
whatever you need to create your own image
packed lunch (or buy at Keld Lodge or café)
suitable clothing and footwear for the rural location
Donations shared between Keld URC and Keld Resource Centre
NUMBERS LIMITED so email Revd Stephen Collinson to book your
14

place revscollinson@outlook.com

With a smile
For what we are about to receive...
A minister sat down to dinner and, about to say grace, he
looked at the casserole dish that his thrifty wife had prepared
from the fridge leftovers.
"I don't know;' he said dubiously, "but it seems to me that I've
blessed all this stuff before”

Help wanted
Northallerton United Reformed Church has initiated and is
supporting the restoration of two much neglected gardens to
the south of the church’s own land. These gardens can be
accessed by a gateway off the side of the church land.
Our vision for the Secret Garden
• To provide a therapeutic space for individuals or groups from
our community who may find the garden a helpful place to
be
• To increase wildlife and biodiversity within the heart of the
town
• To provide sustainably grown fresh fruit and vegetables for
any of the Volunteers, their families or users of the Food Bank.
We aim to provide a safe, supportive, inclusive and enjoyable
environment in which groups or individuals can participate. This
may include those recovering from drug and alcohol problems,
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or living with mental or physical health problems, dementia or
learning difficulties or simply suffering from loneliness, but we also
seek to remain open to respond to other’s needs if appropriate.
This project can offer benefits for the physical, emotional and
spiritual well-being of all involved through learning new skills,
growing fruit and vegetables sustainably for themselves and for
others, developing new friendships, celebrating together,
enjoying the natural world and ‘just being’. We hope all will feel
free to contribute creatively in developing this garden.
The garden is naturally divided into several areas:
• A sunny space for fruit and vegetables
• More secret shaded areas ideal for wildlife and ‘story-telling’
sessions
• A raised garden on an old Anderson air raid shelter
•
Areas for flowers and shrubs
•
A variety of spaces for sitting
quietly to enjoy the wildlife or gathering
together to chat.
Sessions
We are currently open on Monday and
Thursday afternoons from 2pm
Volunteers and Team Leaders
If you think volunteering in the garden may be just what you, or
someone you know, is looking for, then please do get in touch or
come down when we are open for a chat.
Also.we already have several team leaders but are happy to
consider others who love gardening, encouraging wildlife, and
helping people to flourish too.
For more information please contact me on 01609 882173 or
07902348850 or styan178@btinternet.com

Liz Styan
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Church Diary
AUGUST
Tues 1st Aug

12.30 pm Elders’ Meeting
(Cottage)

Wed 2nd Aug

10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Mrs Esther Witts)

Thurs 3rd Aug

1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)
6.30 pm Women’s Group Barbecue
(Secret Garden)

Sat 5th Aug

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In

Sun 6th Aug

10.00 am Morning Worship
(Revd Hilary Collinson)
11.15 am Church Meeting

Tues 8th Aug
Wed 9th Aug

2.30 pm Trade & Justice/Eco Group Meeting
(Cottage)
10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
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(Large Vestry)
9th Aug cont…

Thurs 10th Aug

12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Mr Roger Tucker)
1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)

Sat 12th Aug

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In
2.00 pm Pastorate Walk
(Easby Abbey)
3.00 pm Afternoon Tea
(Richmond Manse)

Sun 13th Aug

10.00 am Morning Worship
(Miss Lesley Bustard)

Mon 14th Aug

2.00 pm Jane & Paul’s Housegroup
(Dunnas Close, Brompton)

Tues 15th Aug

12.30 pm Sue & Liz’s Housegroup
(Rivendale)
2.30 pm Reading Circle
(Cottage)

Wed 16th Aug

10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Miss Lesley Bustard)

Thurs 17th Aug

1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
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(Cottage)
Sat 19th Aug

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In

Sun 20th Aug

10.00 am Communion Service
(Revd Hilary Collinson)
11.00 am Traidcraft Stall
(N.B. change of date)

Wed 22nd Aug

10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship & Prayer Meeting
(Mrs Iris Miller)

Thurs 24th Aug

1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)

Sat 26th Aug

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In

Sun 27th Aug

10.00 am Morning Worship
(Revd Stephen Collinson)

Mon 28th Aug
Wed 30th Aug

7.00 pm Men’s Group
(Cottage)
10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
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(Revd Hilary Collinson)
Thurs 31st Aug

1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)

SEPTEMBER
Sat 2nd Sept

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In

Sun 3rd Sept

10.00 am Morning Worship
(Mr Jo Kennedy)

Tues 5th Sept

2.00 pm Elders’ Meeting
(Cottage)

Wed 6th Sept

Thurs 7th Sept

10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Mrs Esther Witts)
1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)
7.30 pm Women’s Group
(Cottage)

Sat 9th Sept

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In

Sun 10th Sept

10.00 am Morning Worship
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(Revd Michael Webster)
Mon 11th Sept

Wed 13th Sept

Thurs 14th Sept
Fri 15th Sept

9.30 am Tiny Time
2.00 pm Jane & Paul’s Housegroup
(Dunnas Close, Brompton)
10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Mr Roger Tucker)
1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)
N.B. last date for items for the
October/November magazine

Sat 16th Sept

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Church Away Day
(Holy Rood House, Sowerby)

Sun 17th Sept

10.00 am Communion Service
(Methodist Church Preacher)

Mon 18th Sept

9.30 am Tiny Time
7.00 pm Jo & Judith’s Housegroup
(Cottage)

Tues 19th Sept

12.30 pm Sue & Liz’s Housegroup
(Rivendale)

Wed 20th Sept

10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
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20th Sept cont..
Thurs 21st Sept

12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Miss Lesley Bustard)
1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)

Sat 23rd Sept

9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In

Sun 24th Sept

10.00 am Morning Worship
(Revd Hilary Collinson)
11.00 am Traidcraft Stall

Mon 25th Sept

Wed 27th Sept

Thurs 28th Sept
Sat 30th Sept

9.30 am Tiny Time
7.00 pm Men’s Group
(Cottage)
10.00 am Way In
12.00 pm Lunch-time “Drop-in”
(Large Vestry)
12.00 pm Soup & Roll Lunches
(Church Hall)
1.00 pm Midweek Worship
(Mrs Esther Witts)
7.00 pm Pastorate Elders’ Meeting
(Darlington URC)
1.00 pm Contemplative Prayer Meeting
(Cottage)
9.15 am Prayer Meeting
(Church)
10.00 am Way In
10.00 am Harvest decoration of church
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Sun 1st Oct

10.00 am Harvest festival
(Revd Hilary Collinson)

Elders’ duty rota
If you have any problems and would like to speak with someone
please contact the Ministers, Secretary or the Duty Elder as given
below
Week beginning

August

6th Jo Kennedy

13th Judith Puttock
20th Christine Roddam
27th Liz Styan

September

3rd Paul Bowes

10th Sue Bush
17th Jane Haslam
24th Jo Kennedy
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Contact us

Ministers Rev Hilary Collinson and
Rev Stephen Collinson

01748 821586

Secretary Susan Bush

01609 882468

Treasurer Jo Kennedy

01609 881408

Organist Carol Hogg

01609 883319

Room Lesley Bustard
booking
Magazine Sue and Jo Kennedy
editors joseph.kennedy123@btinternet.com
Church Answerphone
N.B. outgoing message only

01609 776990
01609 881408
01609 779610

Website www.tsurc.org/

We hope you have enjoyed the
magazine and invite you to
worship with us at High Street,
Northallerton at our 10 a.m.
Sunday service.
Please note that the closing date for items for the
October/November issue is 15th September.
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