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Owing to the state of the roof
the Church Building is closed until further notice
BUT THE CHURCH IS OPEN
For further information contact the Secretary: Miss Dorothy Thomson,
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dthearing@ntlworld.com. 01325 35818
Letter from the Secretary
Who could have imagined that we would still be unable to worship together 18 months on?
Frustrating though it is we must accept Synod’s advice regarding the building at Northgate BUT hopefully
things are beginning to take shape. The Spire has been repaired, the chimneys at the back of the building
are next on the agenda and tenders are being sought for the repair to the beams and the roof . Our managers are working extremely hard to facilitate the necessary repairs, but they will be costly (see update
on page 3).
We have been blessed to have other ways of worshipping – virtually via Facebook and you tube, via written word sent out by email or posted to you and continued contact via phone, letters or even face to
face visits (at last). We all miss being able to gather in one place seeing each other face to face (albeit
behind a mask) Rest assured the Elders are seeking temporary alternative accommodation for Sunday
worship and will keep you informed as soon as we can confirm this.
I am reminded, as I write this, of the children of Israel. 40 years they spent wandering from place to
place. During that time they struggled, even rebelled against each other and God and yet God never let
them down, He always provided what they needed, when they needed it. God led them and guided them
until they reached the promised land.
Patience is not my strongest attribute and I get easily frustrated when things don’t happen quickly
enough and yet this period has taught me that we need to …’be patient and stand firm’… (James 5 v 8)
and that .. ‘in all things God works for the good of those who love Him’ … (Romans 8 v 28). Sometimes it
is really difficult to see how situations can work for our good, but we must trust that God is in control
and His timing is perfect.
Once again I thank you for your continued patience.
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Oh how I look forward to the day when I can report to you all – we’re back, face to face, organ playing,
voices raised in song, together once again. But not yet, it will come, but in God’s time not ours. Until
then we continue to worship together-apart.
Life continues to be challenging and is far from ‘’normal’’ yet. I am still carrying masks in every pocket, I
have hand sanitisers in every bag, lateral flow tests are routine, covid booster jabs are being offered and
we are still encouraged to be in ventilated areas. In addition to this, Autumn brings with it darker nights
and these can become quite isolating for many. It is at times like this when the support and prayers of
others can make a significant difference. So please continue to support and pray for our church family –
we can all pray, and we know prayer makes a difference (even if we don’t immediately see the impact).
Dot Thomson
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From the Editors chair
Hello Readers! As Dot has said in her message on the front page, although the church building is closed we are
doing our best as a fellowship to keep in touch with each other and worship God, even though at the moment
we cannot physically worship together. (Apart from the service in the garden see page 4) There are also signs on
this page of the emergence of church life with the Bible Study, Handicraft and Social Activities Groups. The major challenge facing us is the repairs to the roof and the raising of the funds to do so. Harry Marshall and I have
set up a website linked to Just Giving and in conjunction with Andrew Randle and others we are intending to
launch a publicity campaign soon. So keep your eyes and ears open and spread the word to your friends and family. See page 3 on how you can become involved. In the meantime Take Care and God bless. Harry B
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Roots Bible Study Group
The group continues to meet weekly by Zoom normally on a Thursday evening from 7.30 until 9pm. The meetings are lively and well attended. If everyone is there we are ten in total. We look at the lectionary material for
the following Sunday guided by the Bible Study material in Roots magazine. We began in January, have been
through Lent, Easter, Pentecost This week we will be looking at Mark 10.17-31. (A rich man asks Jesus what he
must do to inherit eternal life) The title of the study is a wise heart. I have no doubt the discussion will be as interesting as always. If you would like to join us please contact Maranny
Northgate Handicraft Group.
Our handicraft group is meeting at 398 Coniscliffe Road on a Monday from 2-4pm. The room is big enough for us
to socially distance, but if our numbers grow, we can split into two rooms. If you used to come to the Church
group and are ready to start again, we would be pleased to see you. Just ring Maranny or any member of the
group. All welcome.
We are hosting the Christmas Fair on the 13th November (see back page)
Plea from Christine Robinson, if you have any Bric a brac, we would welcome it and it can be collected.
Plea from me, we need Tombola prizes. If you have any, ring me 01325 464137 and I will arrange collection. Maranny
Social Activities and Fundraising
Now that most of us have been double (and soon to be triple ) jabbed and emerging from lockdown it will be
wonderful to meet together again. The Church is not usable at present but we intend to hold a meeting of our
small group soon to plan some activities for next year.
In the meantime, did you realise that Christmas is only 12 weeks away?. That means that it will soon be time for
our Carols and Mince Pies morning. This will be on Saturday 11th December from 10am to 1pm. Zoe has kindly
agreed to accompany us and the venue is 55 Parkland Drive. (DL3 9DT in case you need your Satnav)
Please put this date in your diary and bring your friends and family. If you have any transport problems please let
me know and I can arrange to help. I look forward to seeing you all. Best wishes, Margaret Cockrill Convenor.
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Update on the church building situation
You may have been wondering what is happening as we come out of lockdown and are currently unable to use our Church
building for safety reasons. Hopefully this will explain the current situation.
The Building
Extensive work has been required on the building to make it safe both for members of the public passing by and for ourselves inside the building.
As reported in the last issue, the repairs have now been completed on the spire with the stones having been reset and
screwed in place. The scaffolding for the repair of rear chimneys and part of the roof is scheduled to be erected on 11th October and that work should be completed in a few weeks.
The architect has arranged for a scaffold designer to look at the inside of the sanctuary to assess the best way to support
the roof while the beams are being repaired and to make the building safe to use. The work is being put out to tender and
once the overall cost is established (expected to be in the region of £250k for the full scheme) Synod will discuss with us
how much they might pay towards the costs. The Elders held a very positive meeting with Synod representatives last week.
Although we did not receive a definite promise of financial support, they seemed happy with the scheme of work required
and also with our plans for extending our work in the community (See below). We are working hard with an architect to
reinstate the building for church use as soon as possible although this may not be until early next year. If you have any
questions about the work being done please contact Andrew Randle on email managers.nurc@gmail.com; phone
07815422634 or letters to 1 Bliss Close Darlington DL3 0YZ.
The opportunities
Our church is situated in the Northgate Gateway and Conservation area which the council has ambitious plans to redevelop
for residential use. These developments could have quite an effect on the future mission of Northgate UR Church and the
way in which we can witness to the community.
We have established links with Pathfinder House which is a new Community Hub being set up just along Northgate from the
church. They are very excited to work in partnership with the Church to make the building more accessible to the local
community and to become a seven day a week church.
We also have had lots of interest from other parties in the community wishing to use the church building for a wide variety
of community activities.
So what does this mean for you?
Although we are excited by the local interest in the future of our Church, our main aim is to get the building open to welcome you all back to worship God. Major funds will be required so we are working on a publicity campaign to raise the
funds to repair the roof and renovate the downstairs hall. This will involve the use of appeals in newspapers and on social
media and the use of the Just Giving fund raising facility. We will also seek funding from historic and heritage charities.
How can you help?
Pray for the Elders and all those involved in overseeing the project and raising funds.
You can make a donation either through our web site, nurc.info or by cheque to our treasurer Peter Thomson 34 Cleveland
Avenue Darlington DL3 7HG, mentioning it is for the Roof Appeal.
If you have any ideas for fundraising please contact Harry Marshall or Harry Bunting by email at admin@nurc.info
If you work for someone who provides funds for such projects perhaps you could approach them for help.
We believe that God is leading us into an exciting future for our church and we hope that you will join us in making it happen. Andrew Randle-Chairman Management Committee.
Just a thought
The church members were meeting to discuss raising money to repair the roof.
A wealthy member stood up and said he would donate £5.
As he sat down a bit of ceiling fell on his head. He rose again and said that he would make it £50
Another member was heard to say ‘ Hit him again Lord!’
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Worship (and Coffee! ) in the Garden - 22nd August

Northgate URC
Festive Fair
Saturday 13th November
10:30 a.m. until about 1-30 p.m.
In Salutation Hall, Salutation Road
Handmade Cards, Cakes, Christmas Goods, Bric a Brac, Books.
To refresh you: Coffee, Scones, Cakes, Mince pies
Plus: Tombola and Raffle, and more!

All Welcome
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