Magazine of the United Reformed Church in Darlington
February - March 2021
Owing to the Covid-19 Pandemic
the Church Building is closed until further notice
BUT THE CHURCH IS OPEN
For further information contact the Secretary: Miss Dorothy Thomson,
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dthearng@ntlworld.com. 01325 35818
Message from the Church Secretary
For many 2021 started very differently to in the past; no New Year’s Eve parties, no first footing, no
family gatherings, or celebrations, and yet, the New Year still came! January 1st still happened just as
always. A new year, a new hope, a new beginning, a new opportunity.
We could not have anticipated that we would be starting this new year (2021) in our 3rd ‘’Lockdown’’.
New words and phrases have become part of our everyday language - ‘lockdown’, ‘social distancing’,
‘covid safe’, ‘face coverings’, ‘self isolation’.
Who would have thought that we would be eagerly anticipating getting an injection and happily
queuing for it. Who would have thought that we would routinely be carrying face coverings, and
hand sanitiser in every coat pocket and handbag.
For many the greatest impact has been the isolation from others, not being able to see family and
friends, not being able to hug each other or even shake hands. For our Church family not being able
to meet together in our Church buildings for worship, not being able to sing together.
2021 brings a fresh hope. In the words of the young American Poet spoken with such passion at the
inauguration of The America President
The new dawn blooms as we free it.
For there is always light, if we are brave enough to see it.
If only we are brave enough to be it.
As we continue to deal with the impact of this pandemic, we remain in God’s love and we can trust
His word. He is the light (1 John 1 v 5) even in the darkness He continues to shine.
I am reminded of the words of Bessie Ten Boom in Corrie Ten Boom’s book The Hiding Place (well
worth a read if you have not already read it). Bessie and Corrie and prisoners in a concentration
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camp. Their fellow inmates were complaining about the fleas and bedbugs and struggling with the
idea that God wanted them to thank him for everything. Bessie reminded them that God does not
ask us to be thankful for everything but to be thankful IN every circumstance (1 Thessalonians 5 v 18)
Bessie pointed out that because of the bugs the guards did not come into the bunk room allowing
them a place to pray
Continued on next page

Message from the Church Secretary (Continued)
Certainly, the restrictions of this pandemic have allowed new strengths to be found, new technology to be
utilised, new/renewed ways of keeping in contact with others and, for us, new ways of worshipping. The
Grace of God working through His people. Another quote of mine is from Helen Keller and she tells us that
“when one door closes another opens, but often we look so long at the closed door that we do not see the
one that has opened in front of us”.
2021 is a new year. Let’s not spend so long looking back at 2020 and all it’s challenges that we miss the light
shining ahead of us in 2021.
As you will be aware Stephen and Hilary have now retired and our Church is in vacancy.
We are busy writing a church profile and will be circulating it shortly for comment. The purpose of the profile is to introduce the church and to give a snapshot of the church, it’s mission, it’s people and it’s activities
to any interested Ministers.
Our Pastorate provides interesting and diverse opportunities for ministry within 3 very different church settings and we are hopeful this will attract the right candidate.
As Church Secretary I have already attended zoom meetings with the Church Secretaries of our pastorate
churches Zion (Northallerton) and Low Row with Keld and
our Interim Moderators Fred Robinson and Sandy Ogilvie
(both from Waddington Street URC Durham). Once the
three church profiles are completed the Pastorate profile
will be compiled as well. We may be without a minister
for some time.
There are challenges to be faced, but God is still here with
us. Dot Thomson (Church Secretary)
Keld - Minister in Residence Scheme
Like many other things in 2020 the Minister in Residence weeks at Keld had to be cancelled. The gap has
provided time to take stock and learn lessons for the future from the 32 weeks which took place over the
previous 10 year period. None of the ministers involved have reported that they have believed the scheme
to be a waste of time: many of them have suggested that they received more than they were able to give;
and one of them spoke for many when he concluded that “This is clearly an imaginative expression of ministry of presence, impacting in a variety of ways on a range of folks.” As Keld is part of the Tees and Swale
Pastorate, its Mission Project belongs to Darlington and Northallerton as well as Low Row with Keld. After
the pandemic is over I hope to have an opportunity to meet with church members across the pastorate to
explain the aim and content of the Minister in Residence Scheme, to offer an assessment of its achievements so far, to record what we have learned about ministry to tourists and to outline how we hope the
scheme will develop. I suspect that some in the churches will not be fully aware that they have a very innovative mission initiative within the pastorate. Once they hear the story about Minister in Residence I
believe they will be able to own it in a more knowledgeable and committed way and the Mission Project of
which it is part.
I look forward to seeing you in the future. David Peel
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From the Editor’s desk
Hello readers. I am sorry to have to tell you that I have just heard that Ann Confrey, one of our long standing
and faithful members, has died. Further details will be communicated through the usual channels and a full tribute will included in the next issue of the Northgate News.
Although we cannot meet in the church building the life of Northgate goes on. Over Christmas various members
combined to create the successful 9 Lessons and Carols video. (see back page) and the church was visited by two
angels for their tea break on Christmas Eve. The weekly services are being produced and circulated (if you don’t
get one contact Meg 481855) and Zoe continues her weekly Hymn sing every Sunday. Maranny has organised a
Zoom bible study (see below) and Margaret Cockrill is racking her brains to come up with ideas for social activities so she has decided to rack our brains with a Quiz! As Dot says lets be thankful and look for the opening door.
Roots Group Bible Study.
The Group which originally met with Stephen continues to meet by Zoom.
Our meeting on Thursday evening was lively and it is so good to be together.
We are using material from the Roots magazine which is one of the resources I use when planning services.
At the moment we are a group of ten but if anyone would like to join us you would be most welcome. You would
need to have Zoom Downloaded on your phone, tablet or computer. It is simple. Just let Maranny know and she
will do the rest.
We meet at 7.30 on a Thursday evening and everything is over before 9pm (in time for Death in Paradise!)
Worship Leaders for February and March.
I am grateful to all those who have agreed to lead Worship while we are without a minister. Our Worship leaders
for February and March are Rev Val Towler, Rev Ruth Crofton, Dot, Meg, Harry and me.
We will continue to provide a written service which together with Zoe’s Facebook singing and the service on our
website means we are worshipping together though apart. Maranny
Free Will Offering envelopes (FWO)
Lilian Oxley has stood down as FWO secretary after about 30 years. Lilian says she can’t remember when she
started but it was a long time since she took over from John Turnbull. Elizabeth Milligan has agreed to take on
the role and we thank Lilian for all that she has done, not only in this role, but in the many other tasks she has
carried out for the church over the years.
Social Activities and Fundraising
Sadly, we will not be able to have our Mini-Burns Supper this year. However here is a little quiz to sharpen your
brains. The answers will be available in our next Northgate News.
1.

Who was born on 25th January 1769?

2.

Whom did the poet call “We, sleekit, courin’, timerous beestie”?

3.

Which Shakespeare character is said to be buried at Kilchoan?

4.

“The best laid schemes o’ mice an’ men—” do what?

5.

According to legend, the Stone of Scone was whose pillow?

6.

What is Blairgowrie famous for growing?

7.

At which battle was King James IV killed in 1513?

8.

What is a “pleuchie” or “Jock hack”?

9.

What does “inver” mean in many Scottish place names?

10. Which novel did George Orwell write while staying on Jura?
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Collage by Harry Marshall of the people involved in the 9 Lessons and Carols service.
Centre Zoe Mather (who played and sang all 9 carols!) top Meg Thomson (organiser) then the readersclockwise Angus Wheeler, David Henry, Judith Aird, Anne Jeavons, Maranny Jones, Paul Cockrill, Graham
Aird, Harry Bunting, Fliss Tunnard, Bob Jones (who also took the In-church video), Lilian Oxley..
Video production by Harry Marshall (bottom right)

An Alternative Nativity for Lock Down - ‘Bubbled’ Angels taking a well earned tea break
(Both videos still available on Facebook or U Tube. )
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