Letter from the Church Secretary
Nobody finds change easy. Getting used to a new car, playing with a new hockey stick, wearing in a new pair of shoes
and these are just small changes in everyday life.
Over the past few weeks major changes have happened which will ultimately affect us all. The new school term
started, a new Prime Minister entered 10 Downing Street and perhaps the greatest change for us all, a new
Monarch.
Whatever your thoughts are about the Monarchy, who could fail to be impressed by the years of service and duty
given by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
Along with 5.9 billion others I spent last Monday spellbound by the military splendour, the family fortitude, the
public support, and the quiet dignity in honouring Her Majesty. We now have to adapt to the changes her death will
bring - we no longer have a queen but a king. Our stamps will change, the words of our anthem have changed,
undoubtedly the monarchy will change.
But life goes on. Through all the changes, adversities, and difficulties throughout her 70-year reign Queen Elizabeth
relied on her faith to see her through. A faith she was not afraid to talk about. Her faith was in God (Father Son and
Holy Spirit) the unchanging God, the constant in all situations.
Whilst earthly monarchy may change - our Heavenly King is the unchanging
King, the Alpha and Omega (Revelations 1 v 8) The same yesterday today and
forever (Hebrews 13 v 8). A constant in a changing world. We too can rely in
this Heavenly King; He will not let us down.
We may have to deal with adversity, difficulty, frustration even anger BUT, by
His grace and by walking His way, we can achieve great things together.
As we move through life things will change, and whilst change can be difficult
it is not always bad. A new way of looking at things, a fresh approach to
everyday situations can bring unthought of benefits.
Whilst being at Elm Ridge has made us make many changes most of them
have brought blessings and a freshness to our approach.
Will we, for example, simply go back to sitting in formal rows when we return to Northgate? (I for one hope not), we
now have more members reading the bible rather than just the Elders, we
have forged strong links with our Methodist friends and challenging
Ministers to reduce the service to 45 mins has been refreshing.
We may not be back in our beautiful buildings yet - but when we do, let us
not just fall back into our familiar routines because they are familiar but try
out new ways, new ventures, new challenges trusting that God the
unchanging King will guide us and lead us.
Faith was the guiding light by which the late Queen lived her life. Her trust
in God upheld her through some of the most challenging times of her life,
even in death she ensured that her faith was made public. Can we learn
from this and move forward with God as our guiding light.
Dot Thomson

From the Editors Chair
Hello Readers!! This issue is a mixture of sadness at the loss of two members, Margaret Arthur and Jimmy
Carruthers, and optimism as we welcomed two new Elders, Angus Wheeler and Melanie Barker (nee Jones) both of
whom were ‘children of the church’. The work on the Church roof continues and we look forward to being able to
worship again in ‘our’ church. However I have to say that the worship in Elm Ridge Hall has been very uplifting and
the feeling of being part of the a loving church family has continued. There is news of the Festive Fair in November
(see back page) and Meg’s appeal for Pakistan Flood Relief. (She is hoping to visit Pakistan in the near future and will
bring back a first hand report). As I say- quite a mixture- Enjoy!! Harry b
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Pakistan Flood Relief
I was able to send £200 from Northgate to Hope Through Education in Karachi. The money is being used, at present,
to provide food and water to the villagers of Ghotki in Interior Sindh. (£30 per day provides nourishment for 200
people). My contact, Pervais, is hoping to travel up to Ghotki this weekend to see the devastation and help plan the
next phase of recovery. Buildings have been washed away and crops have been destroyed.
Thank you very much to all those who contributed. Meg Thomson
Bible Study
Roots Bible Study began again last Thursday. After discussion as to frequency and content we decided to continue
weekly and use the Roots material again. Anyone is welcome to join and to dip in and out as they wish.
Last week we looked at the Rich man and Lazarus. This week it is Faith and Freedom. Bible passages and notes are
sent out in advance of the Thursday evening. I can guarantee lively discussions and also lots of laughter. Bible Studies
are never dull. Maranny
Tribute to Margaret Arthur
Margaret was born in Bo’ness, the eldest daughter of Jane and Simon Waugh. Three brothers were to follow, John
who lives in the USA, William who sadly died in 2006 and Simon. Margaret was educated at Grange, Primary school
and then at Bo’ness Academy, she left school at 14, which was normal back then. For a short time she worked in an
electrical shop in Bo’ness which sold radios and then that wonderful invention, televisions. This was a short interval
before she joined Patons and Baldwin’s as a ‘Twister’.
Until nine years ago Margaret was always alluded to as part of a couple Margaret and Andy. If you thought of
Margaret, you thought of Andy and vice versa. Margaret and Andy met at a Scout dance when she was 18, they
became engaged in 1951 on her 21st birthday They got married on 5th June 1954 when she was 23 and from then on
they were Margaret and Andy, note, Margaret and Andy, not Andy and Margaret.
Their happiness was almost complete when William was born in Edinburgh in 1956 but only became complete when
they moved to Darlington in 1960 and Janie was born on Christmas Eve 1961.
They were staunch members of St George’s Presbyterian Church which became Northgate URC. Andy was an Elder,
Church Secretary and convenor of many groups and Margaret was his loyal support in everything he did.
Margaret and Andy didn’t stay forever in Darlington, moving with Andy’s job to Milton of Campsie and Nottingham
but eventually they came back to Middleton Tyas and re-joined Northgate. (Continued on next page)

Tribute to Margaret Arthur (continued)
She was involved with WRVS and also was an occasional dinner lady in Heathfield School, being called in if one of the
regular ladies was unable to work..
Many a caravan holiday was enjoyed with June and Hugh Philp and many a tale was told afterwards.
Family trips in the caravan were enjoyed with Auntie Mary, Auntie Kathleen and Uncles Simon and Sandy. The ladies
slept in the caravan, the men in the awning on camp beds. Margaret was blessed with a very loving family and they
meant the world to her. When you visited, you didn’t talk about anything else until you heard what her
grandchildren were up to and saw the latest photographs. Between William and Janie she had 6 grandchildren and 6
great grandchildren. With Willie and Judith living locally you also heard about their latest shopping trip.
The family wasn’t complete without Baxter, Janie‘s gorgeous brown Labrador with appealing eyes. Margaret referred
to him as ‘my friend Baxter’. He unwittingly got her into trouble at times. Janie explained it wasn’t good to feed
Baxter human foods, however she would leave the room for a couple of minutes and come back to Margaret’s snack
plate empty. On being challenged she initially deny it then after five minutes admit that she had shared her supper
with Baxter.
Many of Margaret’s friends in the Church would have liked Margaret to move back to Darlington after Andy’s death,
but she was happy where she was. She liked the community feel of Middleton Tyas, had good neighbours and
enjoyed the social life. Margaret died on the 2nd September and our thoughts and prayers are with William and Janie
and their family at this time.
Reflections on the life of Jimmy Carruthers
William James Carruthers - Jimmy - second child of Hugh and Jane Carruthers was born on 26 October 1930 near
Dumfries. Jimmy had two sisters one older and one younger.
He went to school locally attending Steilston Primary school and then onto Dumfries High School. He enjoyed sports
playing both badminton and football and as a young man cycled for pleasure and necessity.
His lifelong interest in cars and all things mechanical had already begun and he successfully secured an
apprenticeship at a garage in Dumfries. After service in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME)
Jimmy joined his parents who had moved to Carnwath and worked at the REME workshops in Lanark. Subsequently,
starting work at Cummins initially in Shotts and then Darlington – working with engines would be his career and
passion.
In September 1956 Jimmy met Nen Aitchison (that’s Janet to you and I) at a dance at the Municipal Hall in Biggar. A
romance followed and they married three years later in July 1959 Their daughter Shirley was born in 1962 and on
Christmas Eve 1963 the family moved to Darlington.
For many years Jimmy attended St George’s Church, now Northgate United URC where he put his practical skills to
great use. The Church clock was a labour of love. Many a Saturday afternoon he would go into the Church to make
sure the clock was keeping time – often it was not. Every Sunday morning there was an anxious glance up to the gallery
to see if Saturday’s intervention was still working.
Gardening was Jimmy’s passion, he enjoyed spending time outside tending to his plants and nurturing the lawn. Nen
and he were regular visitors to local garden centres and flower shows.
In May 1992, Shirley married David and on 24th January 1993 Jimmy’s life changed. His grandson Joshua David James
was born, and a mutual bond of love was formed. Joshua was the apple of his grandfather’s eye. Retirement meant
that Jimmy and Nen spent a lot of time with Joshua.
Jimmy was blessed with good health for most of his life but in the last year this began to fail. On 5th August he was
taken seriously ill at home. He was taken to hospital where he passed away later in the evening, peacefully and with
dignity, holding Nen’s hand as he had throughout much of his life.

Dot welcoming our two new Elders

Our Harvest Table

Melanie Barker and Angus Wheeler
Festive Fair
Northgate Craft Group are holding a Festive Fair on Saturday 12th November in Salutation Hall, Salutation Road. It
will run from 10 am until 2-30. Raffle draw at 2pm.
Come early and get your supplies for Christmas. Usual stalls and Terrific Tombola!! Maranny will welcome any
contributions to her tombola store which is already growing. See you there
Raffle
As part of our fund raising efforts we will be running a raffle which will be drawn at the Fair and we would really
appreciate donations of suitable Raffle Prizes to support our efforts.
Tickets are currently being printed for the raffle and these will be on sale very soon. Harry M will have books of
tickets available to distribute to members so that a wider audience than those actually attending the event will be
able to take part.
All proceeds from the Fair and the Raffle will be added to the Downstairs Hall Development Fund.
Contact Harry M, (admin@nurc.info) or Anne Jeavons to donate prizes, or if you need more information.
Social Activities and Fundraising
Unfortunately, we have not yet been able to fix a date for our anticipated quiz. It looks likely we will go for a date in
the New Year and we look forward to that.
The good news is that we can definitely go ahead with our pre-Christmas celebration of Carols and Mince Pies. This
will be on Saturday 17th December at 55 Parkland Drive, 10am to 12:30. Everyone is very welcome, please come
along to have a nibble and a chat and sing your favourite carols. Bring your family, friends and neighbours-it’s been
too long since we were able to meet socially.
Margaret Cockrill (Convenor)
And Finally
A few minutes before the church service started Satan appeared at the front of the church. There was panic and
people started screaming and running for the entrance. Soon the church was empty - except for one elderly
gentleman who sat calmly in his pew without moving.
So Satan walked up to him and said ‘Do you know who I am?’

‘Of course’ replied the man.

‘Aren’t you afraid of me?’ asked Satan ‘No’ replied the man
‘Don’t you realise that I could cause you to have horrifying agonies for all time?’ said Satan. ‘Yes’ replied the man
‘Well why aren’t you afraid of me?’ asked Satan

The man said ‘I’ve been married to your sister for 48 years’

