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Keeping in touch

Canine helpers

Finding God in the garden

Zion and Community
These are the activities that would normally take place. Some are
back and we hope to reinstate others as soon as possible

Sunday Morning worship in Church
10.00 a.m.

it is bright and early with a warm
welcome every week. Don’t forget to
book!

Monday Tiny time
9.30 a.m. to
11.00 a.m.
In term time

Mums, come and join us in the Church
Hall for a chat and a cuppa while the
children play

Wednesday The other ‘Way In’
10.00 a.m. to
12 noon

no coffee or tea but time for a chat in
the Secret Garden

12 noon to
12.30 p.m.

A chance to sit and eat your packed
lunch warm and dry

1.00 p.m. to
1.30 p.m.

Market Day service
A time for quiet reflection in the midst
of a busy day

Saturday The other ‘Way In’
10.00 a.m. 12 noon

More chat in the Secret Garden

Permission is required to reproduce any of the items in
this magazine
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Keeping in touch

Pastoral letter
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Dear Friends
Last year, during the first lockdown, it soon became apparent
that by far the most satisfactory way of holding Elders’
Meetings would be via Zoom - but what was Zoom all about?
Up to that point in time I felt I knew most of what I needed and
wanted to know for my personal use of technology and,
barring the occasional hiccup, my computer had served my
needs perfectly well. Suddenly I was faced with a significant
challenge - my computer wasn’t equipped to deal with Zoom,
there was no bright youngster or techno enthusiast living in our
home to give guidance and, because of the restrictions, noone could come into the house to help me out.
Thankfully, Liz Styan came to my aid by offering to let me
borrow her “old” iPad and subsequently set up the device
whilst sitting in our front garden. During the following weeks
she patiently instructed me from afar, answered my many
questions and gradually helped me to build up my confidence
to communicate
with others via Zoom. When lockdown temporarily eased
and the shops re-opened, I tentatively entered a local
computer shop with a view to purchasing my own iPad. I was
promised that with any purchase I made I would be given full
instructions on how to both set it
up and use it. I duly paid my money and returned a few days
later to collect the iPad and receive the necessary instruction.
Sadly, the salesman was not interested in
carrying out his promise, nor was he interested
in how I might wish to use the iPad; he had his
own ideas about what I needed to know and
made huge assumptions based on his views
and experience. This time I was “rescued” by
our lovely neighbour and was soon using my
iPad for meetings and much else. Whilst I
still have a great deal to learn about the
4

HELP

device’s many functions, I now have a working knowledge and
supportive people to ask when I come up against problems.
During those spring and summer months, there was much
time for reflection on my “iPad experience” and the opportunity
to learn some unexpected lessons. The first of these was how
easy it is to feel that you’re on the outside looking in; the
discomfort of sensing that there might be something
worthwhile to learn about but no means of acquiring the
necessary knowledge. You see, with a device such as an
iPad, there are many important features that you can’t possibly
work out unless someone actually tells you about them.
In Romans 10:14 Paul asks – How can people have faith in
the Lord and ask him to save them, if they have never
heard about him? And how can they hear, unless
someone tells them?
At the time of writing this letter those of us who have heard
are, as far as we are able, looking forward to returning to
worship within the church and, in my pastoral capacity, I’m
hoping it won’t be too long before I can visit those who no
longer find it easy to attend services. So, we’re all okay then!
But what about those who have not heard? What about those
who, particularly during the last year, have been searching for
a deeper meaning to life? What about those who are grieving
and don’t know where to turn?
I sincerely hope that as a result of discussions currently taking
place within the Eldership as we seek a way forward for our
church, together with initiatives stemming from the Secret
Garden, Helen McCormack’s work and various One
Northallerton (Churches Together) projects, we might be able
to begin to address some of these needs, but we have
responsibilities as individuals too.
Are we brave enough, when it’s appropriate, to speak of our
faith to others - as we are called to do - or is this still a
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stumbling block for us? Conversely, are we wise enough to
know when it would be all too easy to totally alienate someone
by expounding our perspective - remember the salesman in
the computer shop? Are we sensitive enough to just be
alongside someone and listen to their needs – remember Liz’s
approach? Is our priority simply to get more people to attend
church so that we will be sufficiently viable to continue much
as we have done for decades – remember my head in the
sand approach to new technology - or are we seriously
thinking about what we can do to make the work and worship
of our church accessible and relevant to all?
So many questions and so many challenges; it can seem
overwhelming at times. Indeed, it may well be so if we try to
tackle these issues without spending time in communion with
God. Whatever our situation, we can all pray for guidance in
living out our individual Christian witness and we can all hold
the life and work of our church in prayer; and we must never
underestimate the power of prayer.
Yours in Christ
Christine

Hope
andat light
Prayer
is being
home in God’s presence,
sometimes talking, sometimes listening
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Just before Hope and Light in the Secret Garden at Christmas
I decided that it was about time I sponsored another puppy
through Hearing Dogs for Deaf People’s ‘Sponsor a Puppy’
scheme.
I saw a beautiful apricot Cockapoo puppy on their Facebook
page called HOPE and her trainer was called Liz. I smiled to
myself, God had his hand in this sponsorship right enough!
Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, as it was originally called, was
founded in 1982 when Dr Bruce Fogle, father of Ben, and the
then vice chair of the Royal National Institute for the Deaf,
Lady Beatrice Wright, went to America to see their programme
and if it were possible here. Fortunately, it was. Lady Wright
had been a member of Parliament during the war, only
resigning her seat in 1945 to have her children.
The first hearing dog, a rescue dog called Favour, was trained
in the living room of a founder member Gill Lacey as there was
nowhere else at the time. She became the ‘poster dog’ for
hearing dogs and was on the front of the magazine, which was
called ‘Favour’ after her. There were three members of staff
and one trainer to start with and they set about finding rescue
dogs who could be trained. Hearing Dog Lady was the first
dog to be matched with a deaf person and in 2004 hearing dog
Ria became the 1,000th dog to be placed with a deaf person.
In 1992 the Princess Royal became Patron,
a position she holds to this day. She is a
regular visitor to the training centres in
Buckinghamshire and East Yorkshire.
The cost of training a puppy is £25,000 - no
wonder sponsorship is needed to help with
this. During its working life at least another
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£20,000 is spent on the recipient’s dog for vet’s fees etc so no
one is precluded from having a dog.
I was pleased when I attended the Doctors’ surgery recently to
hear that Hope is also being sponsored by one of the nurses,
a Christmas present for her nephews. In the light of this I can
but hope that Hearing Puppy Hope will grow up to be a deaf
person’s forever friend.
Lesley Bustard

A song for right now
- when we don't know for sure what the future holds?
Just after the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain came down in
1989, a minister in East Germany had a special request from a
god-daughter of his: she and her beloved were about to get
married, would he please write a hymn for their wedding?
That's how "Come, trust the new direction God's calling you to
take" was born.
Bride and groom and wedding guests were so struck by the
tailor-made words, fit they realized not just for a wedding but
also for all the sudden uncertain social upheavals they were all
living through in those days there, they went viral throughout
the land, both East and West, and became and remain one of
their best-loved new hymns to this day.
Inspiring to us in Britain right now? Here's a friend's
translation; it goes well, I suggest, to the grand tune
'Ellacombe' (Congregational Praise 230):
Come, trust the new direction
Planned for us by our Lord,
For life demands commitment
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As pilgrims heavenward.
Since glimpsing heaven's rainbow,
Etched there by God's great hand,
We humans have been seeking
God's good and promised land.
Come, trust - new ways stand open So, venture fresh each day;
Your calling to bring blessing
In all you do and say.
Just as at our conception
He kindled life's small flame,
He'll lead us ever onwards
To serve him in his name.
Come, trust the new directions,
Where God directs, we'll go;
'Tis God himself who calls us,
The future's his to know.
There's hope for those who journey
Through life and all he's planned.
The doors are standing open,
Embrace this Promised Land!
Brenda Hanson
Via Malcolm Smith
(based on 'Vertraut den neuen Wegen' by Klaus-Peter
Hertzsch, 1989,

Feeding crowds
Shalom.
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After my recent Bar-mitzvah, I find myself contemplating my
Jewish faith more closely. Proud of those heroes of yesteryear
- setting an example from boyhood onwards. David braving the
giant Goliath armed with only slingshot and stones. Joseph
recovering from being sold into slavery by his brothers, no
less. Eli serving faithfully in the Temple from a very young age.
Moses being rescued from the most precarious of starts in the
Nile by a traditional enemy’s own daughter. And so many
others, as I have learned during my time in the synagogue
school.
More than ever, I now value my home life too. Glad of my
sisters’ helping our mother with baking bread and weaving at
the back of the house. Or entertaining the baby with a rattle
and singing soft lullabies. Whilst I stride out from the front with
my father into the fields, helping to look after the communal
flocks and tending the new-born lambs, calves and kids.
It’s all been a happy routine. But recently I have been made
aware of some extraordinary disruption building up throughout
the area. All because a couple of local men, previously
unremarkable, have suddenly gone on a mission! About 30, so
certainly not young hotheads. The first, John, devout but much
the wilder of the two, inspired thousands to follow him and to
be baptised in the Jordan. Eventually including the other one,
his cousin Jesus, who, I gather, experienced a life-changing
affirmation from Yahweh amidst that ritual there.
And now, with John arrested by the authorities - fearful of his
rabble-rousing influence - then imprisoned and beheaded, this
Jesus is spearheading the growing crusade. I can’t help but
think of him at my age not long ago, eldest to lots of brothers
and sisters and helping his father - a carpenter and builder just like me. Though certainly more precocious than myself in
the synagogue in nearby Nazareth - baffling even to his
parents! But now, defying the uneasiness of the rabbis, he and
his followers tour the neighbourhood villages, healing and
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preaching to anyone who will listen. Has it all been long
planned, I wonder?
Recently, I saw him close-up. The usual crowds had been
waiting by the lake...and then followed him up into the very
hills where I was tending my sheep. Noisy, chaotic, a bit scary,
but a chance, I felt, not to be missed. Suddenly, as Jesus
stepped up onto a vantage point and raised his arms, a
miraculous hush fell over us all. His
address was inspirational...but more than
that. Loving Yahweh means loving one
another, we were told. And, as if in instant
demonstration, when thoughts eventually
turned to hunger, all were fed from our
apparently meagre resources. One or two
near him, including myself, had offered our
lunchtime flatbread and fish, till in no time the food supplies
were unaccountably overflowing.
I am in turmoil. The story goes that this Jesus was visited by
shepherds like me at his birth in a stable-cave in Bethlehem. I
feel a bond there! He is maybe not the Messiah the zealots
were expecting but he seems to be transcending all that. Both
following yet relaxing the strictest rules that we Jews have long
observed. Setting an example more fundamental and
universal. The whole world needs to hear him, I reckon. Maybe
they will!
Shalom.
Paul Bowes

A clean sweep
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There was a competition in our village magazine. Some words
were provided as you can see at the top and people were
invited to finish it. Emma did this in Morocco in a flash, so
poorly currently but still creative, bubbly and even godly!
The night was black as a bat
The wind was wild as a cat
A door squeaked like a mouse
A stranger entered the house
In he came, sly as fox
Gloves on hIs hands, he opened a box....
But just as he lifted the top
A terrible voice shouted “Stop!”
And out of the gloom
From an adjoining room
Came a char-woman wielding a mop.
“How dare you break in?!
Don’t you know it’s a sin”?”
She asked the now trembling thief.
In a lifetime of crime
You are bound to serve time
And end up in all kinds of grief...
But God forgives all
When we stumble and fall,
We must just repent of our ways.
It is never too late
To alter our fate
And make better use of our days.
So, shut up that box
and fasten the locks,
A change is about to begin.
This sinister house,
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With bat, cobwebs and mouse
Will be shiny and neat as a pin.
Before you’re in deep
We will make a clean sweep
And together we’ll turn you around.
And the angels will cheer
When tomorrow they hear
That the lost sheep is finally found!
So, take up my mop
And pick up the pail
There’s plenty of work to be done.
But before it is morn
A good man will be born
And a new chapter will have begun
So, the moral my friend
As I come to the end
Is that just when the future looks grim
God finds a way
To help save the day
If you give up your life unto Him!
Emma Bowes Romanelli
(Ann and Paul Bowes’s daughter)

Gardens – biblical and secret
Moving to Northallerton in lockdown meant that I was unable
to meet people in person, worship in the church building,
participate in church activities and generally get to know the
area. The coming of Spring and the gradual easing of
lockdown has begun to change that and led to one particular
joy, the discovery of the Secret Garden. I knew it existed,
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Malcolm had shown it to me by peering through the gate one
dark evening. During the latter part of winter I often passed the
back gate and paused to look in and pray on my regular walks
around town. Occasionally I would walk through the arch from
the High Street, up the drive and looked through the other
gate. As soon as the church gate to the Applegarth was
unlocked my walks included the church grounds on a more
regular basis.
Then all of a sudden the front gate to the Secret Garden was
open and I could enter. I was astounded, not just by the
beauty of the Secret Garden but also by its sense of peace
and calm. It is a real oasis of tranquillity from the now bustling
High Street, particularly on market days. Now with people to
chat too I find it a real blessing to pop in on a Wednesday
morning. Credit is due to all who help to make it such a
wonderful place.
Visiting the Secret Garden set me thinking about gardens in
the Bible. There are two well-known ones, the Garden of Eden
(Genesis 2) which is an allegory of the creation of the world
and a synonym for perfection. It provided all that humankind
needed in order to live. The second is the Garden of
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-56) which is where Jesus prayed
and was arrested prior to his crucifixion and subsequent
resurrection. This is where Jesus found the strength to face
the ordeal before him.
The third garden is that of the King of Judah (2 Kings
21:18/26, Nehemiah 3:15, Esther 1:5/6, 7:7/8, Jeremiah 39:4,
52:7). This garden had a threefold purpose, it was a place for
the King, his family and household to relax; it was the place
where his household and family could approach the King
without waiting to be summoned and it was the place where
the king welcomed visitors. We should probably understand
Gethsemane and the Royal Garden more as parks than the
neatly manicured suburban gardens of today.
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The Biblical References to gardens are both interesting and
helpful in aiding our understanding of God and our relation to
him, as well as life itself. Beginning with Genesis we discover
that God created the garden to be both a place of beauty and
the source of food. ‘Then GOD planted a garden in Eden, in the
east. He put the Man he had just made in it. GOD made all
kinds of trees grow from the ground, trees beautiful to look at
and good to eat.’ (Genesis 2:8) It was not one or the other but
both. The story goes on to tell us the garden does not look
after itself but needs human work to bring the best out of it.
GOD took the Man and set him down in the Garden of Eden to
work the ground and keep it in order. (Genesis 2:15). That is
something that is still true today, as we all know, God and
humans working together to look after the garden.
If I am honest as much as I love the vista of a beautiful garden
and enjoy eating produce fresh from the garden, it seems to
taste so much better, gardening is not one of
my strengths. This means my new home is a
challenge, especially as it is a new-build, but I
am determined to make something of it.
Perhaps King Solomon wrote these words
especially for me. ‘Work your garden—you’ll
end up with plenty of food; play and
party—you’ll end up with an empty plate.’ (Proverbs 28:19).
This is of course true in any sphere of work and not just
gardening. Not for nothing is Solomon regarded as the wisest
man who ever lived.
The more I gaze upon creation the more amazed I am by the
sheer variety of trees, plants, grass, fruit, vegetables, animals,
birds, fish, insects and human beings. Even water is not all the
same and I don’t just mean salt water and fresh water! This
variety is seen in shape, size, colour and purpose. I find it
harder to believe it all happened by chance than I do to believe
in a Creator. The writer of Ecclesiastes put these words into
the mouth of God ‘Oh, I did great things: I built houses, planted
vineyards, designed gardens and parks and planted a variety
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of fruit trees in them.’ (Ecclesiastes 2:5). This is shown in
microcosm in our Secret Garden right in the heart of
Northallerton and it has become a real blessing for church and
town alike.
By the time we get to the prophets there is an underlying
supposition that every person has a garden and that the
garden is seen as a sign of peace and prosperity. A good
garden is a blessing from the Lord. The people are in exile in
Babylon and the Promised Land lies desolate and in ruins
when Isaiah prophesies that God will bring restoration. The
image he uses is that of a garden. ‘The LORD will surely comfort
Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will
make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of
the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving
and the sound of singing’. (Isaiah 51:3). When we are in a
place we would rather not be or looking at a hard task or find
chaos all around us we are reminded that with God’s help
things will get better but remember the earlier quotation from
Proverbs!
A similar theme is picked up in our next excerpt from Isaiah
but this time it also includes a spiritual element in that Isaiah
tells us that God blesses those who help others. ‘You’ll be like
a well-watered garden, a gurgling spring that never runs dry.
You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build a-new, rebuild
the foundations from out of your past. You’ll be known as
those who can fix anything, restore old ruins, rebuild and
renovate, make the community liveable again’. (Isaiah
58:11/12). We all know the blessings we get from being there
for others, not that that is why we do it. That comes from our
desire to please God.
By the time of our next text the people have returned to the
Promised Land, but the going is tough. There is so much to do
to restore the land to its former glory including rebuilding
Jerusalem and the Temple. Isaiah speaks to them reassuring
them that it will happen because God has not forgotten them.
‘For as the earth bursts with spring wildflowers, and as a
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garden cascades with blossoms, so the Master, GOD, brings
righteousness into full bloom and puts praise on display before
the nations’. (Isaiah 61:11). When the task seems beyond us
or things move slower than we would like it is good to remind
ourselves of God’s promises to us, they never fail. Nothing
half-hearted about God here, he brings full bloom.
The prophet Jeremiah is speaking into a very different
situation. The people are in exile, unhappy, disgruntled and
complaining. He speaks an uncomfortable truth, something
that the people don’t want to hear. He tells them, this is the
situation; it is not going to change so settle down and make
the most of it. ‘Build houses and make yourselves at home.
“Put in gardens and eat what grows in that country.’ (Jeremiah
29:5) Interestingly Jesus said something akin to this when
sending his disciples on mission ‘eat what they set before you’.
(Luke 10:8) he told them. Both Jeremiah
and Jesus’s words make uncomfortable
reading today because they put
obedience and conformity before
individuality. Perhaps being more
seasonal in our use of fruit and
vegetables is one way of responding to
this, another is making the best of our
circumstances.
Ezekiel tells the people what the outcome will be after they
return from exile. Waste ground will be transformed by their
work, not simply into a garden but into a place of beauty and
food production comparable with the Garden of Eden, in other
words perfection. God does not stint with his blessings. ‘The
neglected land will be worked again, no longer overgrown with
weeds and thistles, worthless in the eyes of passers-by.
People will exclaim, “Why, this weed patch has been turned
into a Garden of Eden!’ (Ezekiel 36:35) For me this really does
sum up the Secret Garden and it shows that working in
partnership with God achieves results that are beyond our
wildest expectations.
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Like a number of the biblical prophets, Amos prophesies both
the destruction of Israel and its subsequent restoration. The
reference to vines and wine is significant because it implies a
settled period as it takes at least five years from planting a
vine to being able to sample good wine produced from it. ‘I’ll
make everything right again for my people Israel: “They’ll
rebuild their ruined cities. They’ll plant vineyards and drink
good wine. They’ll work their gardens and eat fresh
vegetables.’ (Amos 9:14) A reminder that nothing happens
overnight, that we have to be patient and work at it.
As we enjoy the Secret Garden, we reflect on the partnership
we have with God. If you have enjoyed reading this you might
like to do it again but as a Bible Study. If you take one
paragraph a week from paragraphs three to eleven and add
the Garden of Gethsemane and the Royal Garden it will take
eleven weeks. Go into the Secret Garden, either in reality or in
your imagination, read the scripture sentence, reflect on it,
pray and ask God to speak to you. Do not rush it, allow plenty
of time and enjoy communion with God.
Ian Ring

Church diary
June
Tuesday,
1st
Wednesday,
2nd
Friday,
4th
Saturday,

7.00pm
10am-12 noon
10.00am
9.30am
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Joint meeting: Elders and Finance
and Property Cttee
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden
Elders’ meeting
- Zoom
Prayer group

5th
Sunday,
6th
Wednesday,
9th
Saturday,
12th
Sunday,
13th
Tuesday,
15th
Wednesday,
16th
Saturday,
19th
Sunday,
20th
Wednesday,
23rd
Saturday,
26th
Sunday,
27th
Wednesday,
30th

10.00am
10am-12 noon
9.30am
10.00 am
2.30 pm
10am-12 noon
9.30am
10.00am
10am-12 noon
9.30am
10.00am
10am-12 noon

- Church
Morning worship
Led by Daphne and Peter Clark
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden
Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by Rev Michael Webster
Reading Circle
- Secret Garden
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden
Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by Rev Bob Jones
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden
Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by Miss Lesley Bustard
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden

July
Friday,
2nd
Saturday,
3rd
Sunday,
4th
Wednesday,
7th

10.00am
9.30am
10.00 am
10am-12 noon
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Elders’ meeting
- Zoom
Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by Rev Ian Ring
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden

Saturday,
10th
Sunday,
11th
Wednesday,
14th
Tuesday,
20th
Saturday,
17th
Sunday,
18th
Wednesday,
21st
Saturday,
24th
Sunday,
25th
Wednesday,
28th

9.30am
10.00 am
10am-12 noon
7.30 pm
9.30am
10.00 am
10am-12 noon
9.30am
10.00 am
10am-12 noon

Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by tbc
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden
Extra Elders’ meeting
- Zoom
Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by Rev Bob Jones
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden
Prayer group
- Church
Morning worship
Led by tbc
The Other Way In
- Secret Garden

The Secret Garden - The garden has variable opening hours
during the week. It is usually open in the morning, but this
cannot be guaranteed. You are welcome at any time but
please note that there may be other activities taking place on
site, the garden may be unstaffed or closed. Check first if you
are coming just for the garden.
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Elders’ duty rota
If you have any problems and would like to speak with someone
please contact the Secretary, your designated Elder or the Duty
Elder as given below
Week beginning
June
6th

Susan Watson
13th

20th

Sue Bush
Jane Haslam

27th

Judith Puttock

July
4th

Liz Styan

11th

Christine Roddam
18th

25th

Susan Watson
Sue Bush
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Contact us
Ministers:

In vacancy

Secretary:

Susan Bush

01609 882468

Treasurer:

Judith Puttock

01609 771282

Carol Hogg

01609 883319

Jane Haslam

01609 774641

Christine Roddam

01609 776693

Magazine
editors:

Sue and Jo Kennedy
sue.kennedy123@btinternet.com

01609 881408

Church:

Answerphone
N.B. No incoming message facility

01609 779610

Website:

www.tsurc.org/

Organist:
Bookings:
For Rooms
For Church
services

---

We hope you have enjoyed the
magazine and when we are able to
open again, we invite you to worship
with us at High Street, Northallerton at
our 10 a.m. Sunday service.
Please note that the closing date
for items for the August/September
issue is 17th July
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