Magazine of the United Reformed Church in Darlington
December 2020 - January 2021
Owing to the Covid-19 Pandemic
the Church Building is closed until further notice
BUT THE CHURCH IS OPEN
For further information contact the Secretary:
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Miss Dorothy Thomson, dthearing@ntlworld.com.
01325358185

Moderator’s Letter
‘I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.’ Psalm 130:5.
Dear friends,
Advent is a time when we look forward in hope. A time of expectation. A time when nature falls asleep around
us, but in the silence and stillness of short wintry days we know that new life and movement is being nurtured,
though not yet evident, ready to be birthed into a brighter and vibrant Spring.
And we too as Christians during Advent have our still, silent season of introspection, a lot like Lent, a time of
quiet, insistent preparation, as we make ready for the birth of the messiah and all that flows from God’s ultimate
divine action with all that flows from the incarnation.
I am also mindful that as I write you are as congregations moving into a season of change. A time of preparation and waiting. Of careful and prayerful discernment as you reconsider your respective, varied mission contexts and opportunities, and as you reflect together on the kind of minister whose gifting and experience might
resonate with your missional opportunities, someone who could also facilitate your spiritual growth as congregations.
In many ways a so-called ‘vacancy’ is a deceptively busy time: a time to reflect on your collective travel to date,
a taking stock of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and naming where the challenges may lie. The word
‘vacancy’ always appears in my own thinking in inverted commas because we are not vacant without stipendiary ministry: across the congregations we have an amazing variety of gifts, vocations, vision, and appetite for
the adventure of faith. A stipendiary minister is one of a team, serving the wider church and community alongside Elders and wider membership. So when you hear the word ‘vacancy’, take a momentary pause, and offer a
prayer of thanksgiving for the sisters and brothers in Christ around you who accompany you every step of the
way along your journey of faith. Follow your prayer of thanksgiving for them through with the prayer that God
might help you see the unique contribution you too can bring to the life of your local congregation.
Moving into vacancy, waiting to see what, or more accurately who, God has in store, looking ahead in hope, all
seems to fit in with this season of Advent. 2021, please God, will be a better year in so many respects than
2020. And let’s remember how the Christian hope we share is far more than blind optimism. Let’s look to the
season to come, resting assured in the faith that the future is filled with God’s presence and glory, whose presence is love, abundant love, sufficient for all and for all time, fully revealed through the birth, life, teaching,
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus among us.
‘Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.’ Hebrews 10:23.
You are in my prayers this Advent, and as you begin to plan for future ministry in Tees and Swale. You have
my support and that of the wider Synod, and the help of not one, but two, Interim Moderators: Fred Robinson
and Sandy Ogilvie, from Waddington Street URC Durham, to help you plan for future ordained ministry.
Advent blessings, and when it comes, Happy Christmas!
In Christ, David Herbert
Moderator, Northern Synod.

Messages from the Church Secretary
Christmas has not been cancelled!
In the mid 1640 Parliament actually banned Christmas, making it illegal to celebrate (That’s Puritans for you) but this
is not the case this year. Christmas is still happening.
Yes, it is traditionally a time of family gatherings, catching up with friends, being together – a joyful time of singing
carols, nativity services, and Christmas parties. This year Christmas will be different, but Christmas is still happening.
The delightful Junior Church Nativity service, the ever-popular candlelight carol service on Christmas Eve and our
traditional 9 lessons and carols will not happen this year – at least not in the way we know so well. We will be endeavouring to celebrate with Christmas services, somehow, although actually being in church together does not
seem likely. Virtual options are being discussed and the Elders will decide how to proceed once the Government announces the way forward. we will let you know as soon as we can but rest assured Christmas at Northgate URC is
still happening.
Christmas is not just about the services, the carol singing, the traditional bible readings – they all help us to remember that God gave us His Son, Jesus. It is this wonderful gift that we are celebrating. These events happened 2000+
years ago and today’s pandemic cannot change that – Christ was born, Christmas is still happening.
We need to find new ways to celebrate (or rediscover old ways). Writing Christmas cards has always been popular,
perhaps this year even more so, an incredibly positive way to pass on the Christmas message to those we have not
been able to see this year. A way to touch base with family, friends, or church members who may be more isolated
than others, a reminder that they are not forgotten.
Shopping for gifts has / is a challenge this year. Christmas is not about how many gifts we receive, or how expensive
they are, it is about the love behind the gift reminding us of God’s amazing love. Even without the sack load of gifts
Christmas can still happen.
Many people are putting up their Christmas decorations early this year, and why not. They remind us of the light
that Jesus brought into the world. That light is for everyday not just Christmas day. Let’s spread that light and remind
others that Christmas is still happening.
Christmas is still happening,
Even if family and friends are not allowed into your house this Christmas- may God’s love and peace fill your homes
Even if the joy of spending Christmas with your family cannot happen- may the joy of that first Christmas morn fill
your hearts
Even if the only way to meet others this Christmas has to be at a distance -may the fellowship of the shepherds, angels and the wise men bring you comfort this Christmas.
Christmas is still happening!
A huge thank you for all those who have continued to give to the work of Northgate URC during the year. Your gifts
have been gratefully received. For those who have faithfully filled their freewill envelopes week by week and would
like them picked up please let me know and I will arrange to have them collected (socially distanced of course)
If you would prefer to make a bank transfer payment the church account details are as follows
Sort code

20 25 29 Account number 00671010

If you would like to change to a direct debit, please contact The Treasurer (Peter Thomson on 01325 488969) and he
will let you know how. Dot Thomson
Sunday Worship.
We may not be meeting in Church just yet but planning for Sunday Worship continues. We have been blessed by
having visiting preachers contributing to our mini services and hopefully they won’t need to do that much longer.
In December along with Northgate folk we look forward to hearing from Derek Jackson.
The plan for next year continues and I can share that January is full apart from one Sunday.
It is strange communicating with preachers to lead worship when the Building isn’t open yet. We don’t know the
future but God does and he holds each and every one of us in the palm of his hand. Maranny Jones
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Hello Readers!
I think this packed issue shows that, as I say on the front page, ‘The Church is Open’ and, as David Herbert says, ‘across
the congregation we have an amazing variety of gifts, vocations, vision, and appetite for the adventure of faith’.
There are many people mentioned in this edition but I would especially like to thank Anne Jeavons for her faithful service
in sending out the prayer letter every week (see below) . Well done Anne! And well done everyone else who carries out
the other essential jobs needed to keep the Church not only open but witnessing. Enjoy Reading!

Harry Bunting

Copper mine If anyone has some coins for the Copper Mine that they want picking up please contact me on 07903232350
and I will collect them. David Henry
Bible Study/Discussion group.
While he was with us Stephen led a Bible Study group which moved to Zoom when lockdown started. The group is continuing to meet and on Thursday 26th begin an Advent study from York Courses entitled ‘Living in Hope’ If anyone would
like to join us for any session please let Maranny know. The group runs for four weeks. We have had some lively discussions in the past and look forward to more in the future. Maranny Jones
Letter from the Salvation Army
Dear friends Thank you for your generous donation of food given to our food bank as a result of your Harvest Festival and
to Dot and Meg for kindly bringing them to us.
During these challenging times we have noticed an increase in the number of families who are turning to us for support.
Your gifts of food and cash will help us to reach out in the Lord’s name and show Christian love to those in need.
The Corona virus pandemic has affected each of us in different ways, so may I assure you of our thoughts and prayers as
we all navigate these strange times. With Blessings Shirley Mckenzie (Major)
Letter from Isobel Slorach (Peggy Atchison’s sister)
On behalf of Peggy Atchison who died on the 27th September 2020 at Springfield Care Home I wish to thank all members
of the church for their friendship with Peggy in the various groups she was involved in. Special thanks go to all those who
provided lifts to church and other activities she attended, these were very much appreciated by Peggy.
It was very unfortunate that numbers were restricted at her funeral which was taken by Maranny Jones who gave a very
true to life eulogy of Peggy. Thank you all, Isobel Slorach (Peggy’s sister)
Northgate Prayer Letter
The Northgate Prayer Letter is sent out weekly to a team who undertake to pray regularly for all the needs which are detailed in it. Any Church member can volunteer to be part of this group; apart from the need for understanding that requests
are kept confidential, there are no rules about praying! So, if you are a Church member, and feel you would care to join
this prayer ministry , please do get in touch with me. The letter is sent out midweek, generally by email. If an urgent request comes in, it will be sent round as soon as possible. Your email address will not be given to any other person. If you do
not use email, the letter can be posted out if you provide me with a book of second class stamps.
The prayers are not confined to the needs of Church members of course – nor do they have to be requested by Church
members. ANYONE can ask for support in prayer, for themselves or for people whom they know, providing that the person
for whom the prayers are asked is happy for the request to be made. We do not need to be given names – God knows who
the person is, so the request can be made for an anonymous friend, or a real or fictitious initial can be used. Nor do we
need to know details such as situation or medical history. Again, the person for whom prayer is requested needs to be
happy for any given details to be shared, but just a generalised request is fine.
It is amazing how many people have felt uplifted and strengthened by these prayers being offered on their behalf. And
so many prayers are answered – sometimes in God’s own way rather than as requested! Although at times the outcome is
sad, or not what we want, the fact that we are praying gives support and strength at difficult times to those in trouble.
So, if you are a Church member, and would like to be on the gang who pray, please get in touch with me. And if anyone
needs prayer for themselves or someone they know, please get in touch.
Anne Jeavons annejeavons@hotmail.com

mob 07974710406
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Presentation
On Sunday afternoon Dot and I presented Stephen and Hilary with flowers and garden vouchers as a thank you from Northgate Church for their
years of ministerial service, pastoral care and friendship. Wishing them
both God's richest blessings as they move into life's next adventure which
is retirement. Meg Thomson
To all at Northgate URC
This is just a note to thank you all for your kindness and most generous
gift on our retirement.
We go with wonderful memories of our time with you and we will find a
fitting way to remind us of you all in our new garden
With every blessing Hilary and Stephen.

Zoe’s Bouquet - Comments
As you may have seen in the Northern Echo, Zoe was presented with a ‘Bouquet
of the week’ for faithfully playing hymns for us every Sunday morning. Many of us
congratulated her, but what was really humbling were the comments made by people from all over the country some of which I print below. It just shows how God
can take even the simplest of our ideas and turn it into something wonderful. Well
done Zoe!
David McLachlan I have seen a number of posts of Zoe's playing, and have been
captivated by the look of loving concentration on her face as she plays and the
warmth of her linking comments. Congratulations on the bouquet, thanks for your
playing, and may God bless you and your ministry of music
Alex Walker -Leeds - I have listened with joy most Sundays to her playing. Well
deserved and more. Every Blessing.
Marje Robinson - Chester - I've hardly missed any of Zoe's Sunday hymn playing and singing. I so enjoy singing along with
her!! Very well deserved.
Marilyn Piper Even though I have not commented before on Zoe's broadcasts they are up there with the best of online services available in recent months. Your short, friendly comments, lovely singing and playing are a bright spot in my week.
Many blessings to you for the joy you have given to others. From Ashton under Lyne in NW Synod of URC
Social Activities and Fundraising
Hello again-it has been a long year with
no social activities since our Pancake
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looking forward to seeing you again before too long.
Regards, Christine and Margaret.
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